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By Katherine Watt

This month’s page is about frameworks: business and consumer decision-making frameworks, ecological
canopy architecture, legal frameworks for sustainable self-determination and psychosocial models of
environmental behavior change.

In December, I wrote about the potential for a downtown indoor farmers market in State College. Readers
reacted enthusiastically, and the idea has percolated. The vision is evolving into a downtown constellation of
gardens, greenhouses, seed banks, classrooms, community kitchens, tool libraries, workshops, food banks,
farmers markets, a farm-to-restaurant exchange for produce and compost, small orchards and berry patches,
local currency and a general store selling local produce, milk, eggs, poultry, meat, bulk foods, staples and
gardening supplies.

All of those things will be brought to life in State College in the next two decades as we rebuild what Paul
Hawken called the “restorative economy,” so we can live decently without undermining the planet’s ongoing
self-healing process.

I think a good first step is establishing a community investment fund to convert dollars into sustainable food
production and distribution capacity. Then we can build infrastructure and launch workshop programs to keep
the rising tide of economic insecurity from swamping our boats.

Speaking of strengthening safety nets, the State College food bank is looking to expand to 6,000 or more
square feet. If you own a suitable vacant commercial site, contact Linda Tataliba at 234-2310 or
ltataliba@gmail.com.

On the job front, Transition leader Rob Hopkins recently wrote about “localisation as economic development,”
noting that current transactions feeding multinational corporations are potential local training opportunities and
livelihoods. He described towns across England bringing those livelihoods back: selling community investment
shares to raise money to build town-owned renewable power stations attached to local businesses and farms;
setting up food co-ops; building flour mills.

We can’t fend off the transition to the steady state economy with technology fixes, but we can stop messing
with the other living systems around us, find our ecological niche and snuggle down into it. Slow and steady,
because without cheap oil, we’re not running a race anymore; we’re creating a community burrow.

Katherine Watt is a State College writer and community organizer. She can be reached at
katherine_watt@hotmail.com.
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