
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

STEADY STATE COLLEGE 
September 16, 2013 

 
A weekly publication covering local food, energy, skill-building and democracy during the transition to a steady-state economy. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
LOCAL DEMOCRACY 
 
COMMUNITY EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

• Monday (9/16) State College Borough Council – 7:30 p.m., 
243 S. Allen St., 3rd Floor 

• Tuesday (9/17) "What is Sustainability?"  Brown Bag lunch 
with Rob Andrejewski of the Sustainability Institute. 
Noon in the Garden Room, Pasquerilla Spiritual Center 

• Tuesday (9/17) Second! Local Foods Dinner at Redifer 
Commons. Stuffed squash, grilled beef strip loin. 5 – 8:30 
p.m. at South Food District. $7. 

• Tuesday (9/17) State College Historic Resources Commission 
– Noon, 243 S. Allen St. 

• Thursday (9/19) State College Planning Commission – 7:00 
p.m., 243 S. Allen, 3rd Floor 

• Thursday (9/19) Cooking for Crowds: Food Safety Course for 
Nonprofit Organizations – 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. at Grace 
Lutheran. Call 355-4897 to register. 

 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZING  
 
In mid-July, just after the PSU Board of Trustees voted to change the 
gas transmission line route from Borough land to university land, 
Matt Dahlhausen (MS Candidate in Architectural Engineering) put 
together a list of proposed next steps for community energy activists: 
 

• Urge State College Borough Council to adopt model 
ordinances on home energy efficiency, including rental 
properties. Offer institutionalized resources at Borough level 
to help residents get themselves off fossil fuels. 

• Urge at least a doubling of the Penn State energy program 
funding, currently at $12 million per year. 

• Expand energy awareness programs; get creative 
• Establish twice yearly energy roundtables including 

Borough and campus residents, Penn State leaders, and 
Borough leaders to update everyone on long-term energy 
planning. 

• Urge PSU to develop a Ground Source Heat Pump transition 
plan, starting with a feasibility study on well sites, utility 
locations, and how much existing infrastructure can be used. 

• Once the PSU Right-to-Know exemption is revoked, submit 
RTK requests regarding the gas research institute and 
similar corporate contracts. 

 
Smita Bharti recently submitted paperwork to form a nonprofit 
organization – called CommunityWise – to handle money donated to 
the Stop the Pipeline project from Highlands neighbors and create a 
new and strong voice for residents during municipal decision-making 
on issues like the Downtown Master Plan and other high-impact 
programs – providing a stabilizing fourth leg on the table whose 
other three legs include the Borough of State College, Downtown 
State College Improvement District, and Penn State University. 
 
LOCAL ENERGY 
 
PENN STATE ENERGY PLANNING 
 
I met on September 4 with Denice Wardrop, director of the 
Sustainability Institute, formed in late 2012 with the merger of the 
facilities-based Campus Sustainability Office and the curriculum-
based Center for Sustainability.  
 
Denice said the SI’s main role is to foster conversations about energy 
issues, not to cut campus energy use or advocate for or against 
specific energy strategies. She’ s interested in partnering with 
community organizations to host off-campus energy discussions: 
likely partners include Transition Town State College, New Leaf 
Initiative and the Borough's Sustainability Committee.  
 
The Sustainability Institute is currently funded for three years by a 
collection of Penn State departments: Student Affairs, Research, 
Undergraduate Education, Finance & Business (which includes the 
Office of Physical Plant) and the Provost 
 
Denice confirmed that OPP drafted a 30-year energy plan in 2005, 
and has updated it occasionally since then, most recently in 2011. 
Although she believed the report was available for public review, she 
later found that it’s not a public document at this time. 
 
On September 5, I met with Steve Maruszewski, Assistant VP for 
Physical Plant. Steve said he’s proud of OPP's accomplishments over 
the last six or seven years (the 18% reduction that keeps popping up 
in press releases) and said the university’s new target is to hit 35% 
reduction over 2005 emissions by 2020.  
 
But he also noted that the EPA compliance process has been 
complicated and frustrating. For example, when OPP started 
planning for compliance in the late 2000s, fracking was in very early 
stages: public understanding of water contamination, methane leaks, 
air pollution etc. was minimal. Then the EPA pushed back 
compliance deadlines, but OPP engineers had already developed  
natural gas conversion plans and were faced with another deadline 
too short to take a new approach.  
 
He said OPP staffers have had ongoing internal discussions about 
the purpose of the gas conversion. His position is that the gas-
powered steam system is a temporary strategy, to buy time to do 
more conservation and more renewables as photovoltaic solar costs 
come down and technologies improve. Others have argued that the 
gas plan will be able to supply campus energy needs for the next 30  
years. Steve said he thinks he's convinced his colleagues the gas 
system will buy them a little time, but not 30 years, and that an  

 
aggressive transition to conservation (reduced total load) and 
renewables is at the core of long-term energy planning. 
 
Steve was instrumental in creating the Student Sustainability 
Advisory Council, hoping to bring together a variety of student 
environmental voices to amplify them and provide them a direct 
channel to the President. The unintended consequence is that the 
students lost momentum by getting preoccupied with the 
bureaucracy of SSAC meetings, and the truly passionate activists 
have stopped participating, opting to try very small projects on their 
own. He’s disappointed; OPP has discretionary funding available for 
student-driven projects that could be much more ambitious than 
planting a couple of trees, but the students have to plan and pitch 
their ideas and they're not doing it.  
 
Steve also supported the creation of the Sustainability Institute, to 
better engage faculty. The OPP side is already fairly motivated to cut 
energy use, costs and maintenance headaches, but faculty have been 
slow to get on board, primarily due to class issues: a culture of faculty 
condescension to the blue-collar workers who operate and maintain 
the buildings and grounds. 
 
Steve also plans to create a faculty advisory council of energy experts 
and OPP staff to meet regularly on campus and dig into the 
engineering side. My understanding is that, while he doesn't see a 
decision-making role for community members, he tentatively offered 
me the opportunity to be in those regular meetings as an 
independent community-based reporter, to create a window for the 
public into who is making decisions, what options they are and aren’t 
considering, their assumptions and data: the kind of information 
community members can use to help students and OPP leaders put 
pressure on the President and Board of Trustees to set and hit more 
ambitious energy conservation and clean energy goals. 
 
In response to community pressure during the Spring 2013 gas 
transmission pipeline conflict, Penn State officials organized “Our 
Energy Future: A Long-Term Commitment to Reduced Consumption 
and Emissions 2013-2050,″ a public forum held Thursday, September 
12, in the HUB Auditorium. 
 
During the presentation, OPP director Rob Cooper and Steam 
Services superintendent Paul Moser framed the 70% efficient fossil-
fueled Combined Heat and Power plants (east and west campus) as a 
mid-point on the path between low-efficiency centralized power 
plants (33% efficient) and green, renewable energy such as tightened 
building envelopes, solar photovoltaics, wind power and hydro power. 
 
Rob and Paul reported that campus energy use peaked in 2005 and is 
down 18% since then, with a new goal of 35% reduction by 2020. 
They also highlighted the university’s Strategic Master Energy Plan 
begun in 2005, updated in 2007 and finished in 2011. The public is 
currently permitted to view the contents of the plan by appointment 
only. (Call Rob at 863-5362 to schedule.) 
 
Rob concluded his remarks by noting that “…even this diverse 
approach of continued energy conservation mixed with carefully 
targeted renewables is likely to leave us short of our 2050 goal [of 
cutting emissions 80% below 1990 levels]. Technological 
breakthroughs will be needed for us to affordably maintain our 
current standard of living and satisfy our projected appetite for 
energy while simultaneously meeting our GHG emission reduction 
obligations. Perhaps Penn State faculty or students right here in this 
room will develop the breakthrough technology for Penn State to 
reach its 2050 GHG reduction goals.” 
 
More thorough coverage of the energy forum in upcoming editions. 
 
BOROUGH ENERGY PLANNING  
 
On September 9 (at the Borough Council’s work session) Borough 
Environmental Coordinator/Arborist Alan Sam gave an overview of 
the Borough's efforts to fulfill Resolution 944 goals, which was 
adopted in 2007 and set measurable environmental goals (excerpt 
reprinted below).  
 
According to the draft report, “many of the goals in Resolution 944 
have been met, are nearing completion and, in some cases, have 
exceeded the outlined metrics.”  
 
Alan said the Borough Manager's Sustainability Committee is 
preparing to update the goals for 2013 – 2018, and plans to include 
more community-based energy conservation targets now that the 
government's "house" is well on the way to being less energy 
consuming.  
 
Council members Peter Morris and Sarah Klinetob both made 
noises about getting more community members onto that committee - 
currently only staff members, one from each department - to broaden 
input and buy-in. 
 
RESOLUTION 944  
Adopted by the State College Borough Council, August 20, 2007 
 
WHEREAS…the Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC), the international community’s most respected assemblage of 
scientists, has found that climate disruption is a reality and that 
human activities are largely responsible for increasing 
concentrations of global warming pollution; and…recent, well-
documented impacts of climate disruption include average global sea 
level increases of four to eight inches during the 20th century; a 40 
percent decline in Arctic sea-ice thickness; and nine of the ten hottest 
years on record occurring in the past decade; and  
 

 
WHEREAS, climate disruption of the magnitude now predicted by  
the scientific community will cause extremely costly disruption of 
human and natural systems throughout the world including: 
increased risk of floods or droughts; sea level rises that interact with 
coastal storms to erode beaches, inundate land, and damage 
structures; more frequent and extreme heat waves; more frequent 
and greater concentrations of smog; and  
 
WHEREAS, the United States, with less than five percent of the 
world’s population, is currently generating approximately 25 percent 
of the world’s global warming pollutants; and… 
 
WHEREAS, state and local governments throughout the United 
States are adopting emission reduction targets and programs and 
that this leadership is bipartisan, coming from Republican and 
Democratic governors and mayors alike; and  
 
WHEREAS, many municipalities throughout the nation, both large 
and small, are reducing global warming pollutants through programs 
that provide economic and quality of life benefits such as reduced 
energy bills, green space preservation, air quality improvements, 
reduced traffic congestion, improved transportation choices, and 
economic development and job creation through energy conservation 
and new energy technologies; and  
 
WHEREAS, a Greenhouse Gas Inventory and Mitigation Action Plan 
has been prepared at the request of members of the State College 
Borough Council in order to enable the Council to determine what 
actions collectively could be taken in the Centre Region to address 
the impact of global warming… 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of 
State College is hereby declared to be a Climate Protection 
Community, endorses the U.S. Mayors’ Climate Protection 
Agreement as amended by the 73rd annual U.S. Conference of 
Mayors and urges municipalities from around the world to join this 
effort, and; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the State College Borough 
Council commits to a Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction Initiative 
goal, to lead the community by example and to implement policies to 
reduce net emission of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases by 
the end of 2012 by 10% from 1990 levels, and; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that as a public-private partnership, 
the Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction Initiative shall feature the 
Borough Government as a key stakeholder in a comprehensive 
community greenhouse gas reduction effort, which shall include 
institutions, businesses, civic organization, and individual families 
and residents, and; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Borough of State College shall 
create an Office of Sustainability to coordinate and implement the 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Initiative, insofar as funds, voluntary 
efforts, or other resources become available, in particular, working to 
partner with efforts of governments, agencies, institutions and other 
appropriate public and private organizations in our region, and to 
track the progress and implementation of the U.S. Mayors’ Climate 
Protection Agreement.  
 
Additionally, the office shall assist the Borough by:  
 
Obtaining and periodically updating a baseline inventory of 
greenhouse gas emissions in the Borough, including recommended 
targets and timetables; 
  
Developing and implementing the Local Climate Protection Action 
Plan, including measuring, verifying and reporting performance, and 
establishing recommendations for local Green Building initiatives;  
 
Educating the public, schools, other jurisdictions, professional 
associations, business and industry about reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions;  
 
Making energy efficiency a priority throughout the Borough 
government by educating employees, evaluating building mechanical 
systems, and urging employees to conserve energy and save money 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Borough Council hereby 
establishes the following municipal goals: 
 
1. By 2012, through the recycling of plastics, metals, glass, organic 
waste, electronics, etc, reduce residual waste (land filled material) to 
35% of the total waste stream. 
 
2. By 2016, 20% of the Borough’s passenger car fleet shall be 
comprised of the most energy efficient vehicles. 
 
3. By 2012, use B–30 diesel (70%diesel petroleum, 30%bio-diesel) for 
all Borough heavy equipment and trucks. 
 
4. By 2010, establish a network of off-street and on-street designated 
bike lanes throughout the community. 
 
5. By 2010, incorporate sustainable construction and demolition 
practices into Borough ordinances, including the requirement of 
LEED certifications. By 2010, all municipally owned construction 
shall be LEED Gold or Silver certified. 
 
6. By 2012, eliminate the use of non-biological spray insecticides by 
the Borough. Additionally, reduce the use of all fertilizers and 
herbicides by 50% from 2007 levels. 
 
 

 
7. By 2009, establish purchasing policies which give preference to 
products with 50% or more recycled content. 
 
8. By 2015, establish a free transit service within the Borough. 
 
9. By 2012, eliminate the use of incandescent bulbs in all Borough 
facilities. 
 
10. By 2012, reduce the existing impervious area within the Borough 
by 2% through zoning incentives, innovative surface treatments, 
street narrowing, and other best management practices. 
 
11. By 2012, establish incentives for the installation of green roofs, 
rainwater cisterns, and other best management practices to reduce 
urban runoff. 
 
12. By 2009, adopt an anti-engine idling ordinance. 
 
13. By 2012, complete a review and implement changes to land use 
policies as necessary to reduce urban sprawl, preserve open space, 
and create a compact, walkable community. 
 
14. Effective immediately, purchase only Energy Star appliances for 
Borough facilities. 
 
15. By 2012, purchase 20% of energy used by the Borough from 
“green” power sources. 
 
16. By January 2008 establish a procedure for regular reporting of 
progress under this resolution to Borough Council and the 
community. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Borough Council hereby 
establishes the following community goals to be achieved through 
education and promotion: 
 
17. By 2012, as a community, reduce electricity usage by 10% from 
2000 levels. 
 
18. By 2012, as a community, increase the percentage of residents 
walking, biking, or using transit to commute to work by 10% over 
2007 levels. 
 
19. By 2012, as a community, 15% of all personal vehicles shall be 
the most energy efficient vehicles. 
 
20. By 2012, as a community, less than 25% of residents commute via 
single occupancy vehicle. 
 
21. By 2015, as a community, purchase 20% of all electricity from 
“green” power sources. 
 
LOCAL SKILL-BUILDING 
 
Organizations Offering Workshops and Classes: 
 

• State College Area School District Community Education  
scasd.org/domain/50 

• Osher Lifelong Learning Institute  
olli.centreconnect.org/) 

• Pennsylvania Association for Sustainable Agriculture 
pasafarming.org/events 

• PSU Master Gardeners 
(extension.psu.edu/master-gardener/events) 

• PSU Cooperative Extension -Sustainable Ag Working Group 
extension.psu.edu/susag/events 

• PSU Cooperative Extension - Centre County 
extension.psu.edu/centre/events 

• Pennsylvania Women’s Agricultural Network 
agsci.psu.edu/wagn/events 

 
LOCAL FOOD 
 
CENTRE REGION FARMERS MARKETS - Visit to buy fruits, 
vegetables, dairy, meats, honey, wine, flowers, body care products 
and crafts from local producers. 
 

• Tuesdays: Downtown State College  
11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Locust Lane  

• Tuesdays: Boalsburg  
2 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the PA Military Museum  

• Tuesdays: Hillside Farms/State College  
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Hills Plaza/Ollie's  

• Wednesdays: Lemont  
2 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Granary  

• Thursdays: Hillside Farms/State College  
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Hills Plaza/Ollie's 

• Fridays: Downtown State College  
11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Locust Lane 

• Saturdays: Bellefonte  
8 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Gamble Mill  

• Saturdays: Millheim  
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the American Legion Post  

• Saturdays North Atherton  
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Home Depot  

• Saturdays: Hillside Farms/State College  
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Hills Plaza/Ollie's 
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