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News from Spring Creek Homesteading Fund - Nov. 8, 2011

From: Katherine Watt (katherine_watt@hotmail.com) 
Sent: Mon 11/07/11 10:03 PM
To:

2 attachments
RESKILLING FLIER.pdf (929.4 KB) , FEAST FLIER.pdf (438.8 KB)

(Sorry if this is a duplicate - my email did something odd with the first try.) 
Hi - 

This is a new email list with a lot of new addresses on it, so if you don't want to get emails from Spring Creek
Homesteading, please reply to let me know and I'll take your name and email address off the list. For more
information about Spring Creek Homesteading, please scroll down to the bottom of this message for background.

RESKILLING WORKSHOP UPDATE:
 
The first two Reskilling Workshops were held this past weekend - Canning Applesauce with Josh Lambert on Nov. 5
and Baking Bread with Ruth Parrish Sauder on Nov. 6. Thank you to the instructors and the participants.

To sign up for the remaining November workshops, please call 237-0996 or email katherine_watt@hotmail.com

Beginner Knitting with Anne Burgevin – Wed., Nov. 9 at Anne’s house; Wed. Nov. 16 at Friends
Meetinghouse (2 currently signed up)
Organic Beekeeping with Mary Jo Lenzing – Thurs., Nov. 10 & 17 at 7 p.m. at Friends Meetinghouse (12)
Cooking with Seasonal Local Produce, with Sunil Patel – Sat. Nov. 12 at 10 a.m. at Friends Meetinghouse
(11)
Household Composting with Alexa Schriempf – Sun. Nov. 13 at 10 a.m. at 156 W. Hamilton Ave. (5)
Sewing a Pillowcase with Peggy Sue Majewski – Mon., Nov. 14 & 21 at 7 p.m. at 156 W. Hamilton Ave. (1)

The reskilling flier is attached for anyone who wants to pass it along to friends, family, co-workers, neighbors.

SPRING CREEK HARVEST FEAST UPDATE:

Over the past couple of weeks, we've mailed out about 150 snail-mail invitations and spread the word through the
CDT Sustainable Centre County page and other channels. So far, about 30 adults and 15 kids are signed up to
come out for the potluck family meal at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, November 15 at the State College Municipal Building.

The harvest feast flier is also attached for anyone who wants to pass it along to other people with a strong passion
for strengthening the local food system.

If you're planning to come, please let me know what you'll be bringing. So far, the menu includes sweet potato pie,
black bean & corn salad, and something made with locally-raised goat meat. We'll be providing plates, bowls, cups,
silverware, tablecloths, napkins, water, Meyer milk and Harner apple cider, along with arts & crafts and board
games for the kids. There are also outlets in the buffet kitchen off the Community Room for plugging in crockpots.

NEXT RESKILLING SERIES IN FEBRUARY
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We're starting to put together another series of reskilling workshops for February. If you have a homesteading skill
you'd like to share, please check out the list of subjects and instructor guidelines at the blog's "Teach a Skill" page:
(http://springcreekhomesteading.wordpress.com/teach-a-skill/) and contact me to get your workshop on the
schedule.

THANK YOU!

-Katherine

Katherine Watt
Spring Creek Homesteading
814-237-0996 (home)
814-308-4321 (cell)

Spring Creek Homesteading Fund supports local self-sufficiency within the Spring Creek Watershed of Central
Pennsylvania 
by supporting new, renovated and expanded food gardens and orchards, urban farms, community greenhouses,
kitchens, 
bakeries, farmers markets, and workshop programs in the homesteading arts.

Background from the blog's "About" page:

The international Transition Towns movement has an explanatory model for current global uncertainty – peak oil,
climate change and economic contraction. They’ve also developed a response model centered on relocalization to
reduce oil-dependent supply chains and help communities reskill local populations in traditional essentials like
growing and preserving food, building and repairing structures and simple machines, and strengthening social
networks. These relocalization strategies aren’t new, but since 2005, TT has been practicing and developing an
effective organizing model, bringing the ideas to many communities around the world as the crises intensify.

Farmers, gardeners and environmentalists in the Centre region have been working toward a more sustainable
community for decades. In July 2010, the Centre Daily Times launched a monthly Sustainable Centre County page,
publishing columns by dozens of sustainability activists collectively possessing hundreds of years of experience in
the field. In August 2010, I launched Transition Centre County – an electronic community bulletin board – to
generally support the work of sustainability folks in and around Centre County through networking, calendar
services, information sharing, and archiving of events.

In December 2010, the CDT published a column about an alternative development plan for the vacant lot at Fraser
Street and Beaver Ave, including a line drawing of the vision for a downtown indoor farmers market with
community garden plots, a tool library, greenhouse, public meeting space and other features. Reader response was
vigorous and small groups have been meeting monthly to explore the idea further.
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In late August 2011, Spring Creek Homesteading Fund was incorporated as a nonprofit dedicated to building
community self-sufficiency through grants for gardens, urban farms, greenhouses, community kitchens, and
through reskilling workshops in the homesteading arts. In early September, the Spring Creek Homesteading blog
was launched to support the fund’s focus on food system relocalization and reskilling.


