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March 28, 2011 
Dear Senator: 
 
On behalf of the National Wildlife Federation, and our more than four million members and supporters, 
we write to ask you to vote against any amendment to SBIR/STTR Reauthorization Act of 2011 (S. 493) 
that seeks to undermine the ability of the Clean Air and Clean Water Acts ensure Clean Air and Water for 
all Americans. The proposals currently being considered would dismantle our fundamental clean air and 
water protections, undermine our ability as a nation to protect public health, and stifle investments in 
technologies that allow us to compete in the global clean energy economy. 
 
Specifically, there are two proposals of concern. One would block or delay the Environmental Protection 

work on future fuel economy standards, in defiance of the Clean Air Act, a Supreme Court order, and 
sound science. The other would block the promulgation of Numeric Nutrient Water Quality Standards for 
the State of Florida which would help reduce algal blooms and oxygen free dead-zones throughout the 
state.  
 
Over the past forty years, since the Clean Air Act was enacted and subsequently amended with 
overwhelming bipartisan support, the Act has safeguarded America from polluter excess, giving us clear 
skies, protected our wildlife, and reduced toxic pollutants in our communities. Overall, the Act has been 
estimated to save 4.2 million lives and millions of avoided pollution-related illnesses. At the same time, 
t  
of providing pollution prevention by more than 30 to 1. This investment has reduced six major pollutants 
63%, while private sector jobs and GDP have continued to grow. Similarly, since its enactment in 1972, 
the Clean Water Act has provided a framework for cleaning the 
result, 60% of the nation's waters now support fishing and other uses, and while the U.S. population grew 
considerably since 1972, modern wastewater treatment facilities helped pollutant levels in the nation's 
waters fall 36%. 
 

the contrary, a recent poll confirms that 77% of Americans, including 61% of Republicans, believe that 
 

 
 
On behalf of our millions of members and supporters, we urge you to vote against these misguided 
amendments and instead work on a responsible, bipartisan energy legislation that puts America back in 
the lead of the global clean energy race. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Larry J. Schweiger, President & CEO 
National Wildlife Federation 
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