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This month’s page is about cooperation as a counterpoint to competitive models of living systems, summed up
concisely by

Thomas Hobbes’ oddly dissociative description of life in the “state of nature” as “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish,
and short.”

Since way before social contracts, new human babies have been arriving in the world through the living bodies
of our parents. Those parents have always been embedded in larger families, neighborhoods, tribes,
communities and cultures. Our ancestors would never have survived and reproduced without tending and
strengthening social bonds. Even hermits who seek contemplative isolation are born and raised in communities
and must actively leave them behind.

As this month’s columns reflect, cooperation is already an organizing principle of living systems, and our human
cooperative capacity — unlike other natural resources — is infinitely abundant. We can learn to better cooperate
with regionally adapted, annually cycling foods for our daily sustenance. We can work better with the physical
space around us in designing housing and settlements. We can find comfort and inspiration in the mutually
supportive relationships we see at play in the animal world.

And we can explicitly challenge the notion of ownership as the pinnacle of “wealth” by finding new ways to help
sustainable farmers get to work on the land without enormous capital outlays. We can cooperatively create a
different kind of wealth in the form of experienced, thriving farmers tending healthy soils and maintaining resilient
local food systems.

Katherine Watt is a State College writer and community organizer. She can be reached at

katherine_watt@hotmail.com and maintains a blog at www.transitioncentrecounty.wordpress.com.
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