
STATE COLLEGE AREA SITES 
 
A-MORNINGSTAR SOLAR HOME & COMMUNITY 
GARDENS  at Penn State Sustainability Experience 
Center.  The MorningStar home is an 800-square ft. 
zero-energy solar-powered home that was built by an 
interdisciplinary team of Penn State students and faculty 
for the 2007 Solar Decathlon. The home’s expanded 
hybrid renewable energy system now includes a solar hot 
water collector, 10 kW of solar photovoltaics, a 2.4 kW 
wind turbine, a charging station for electric vehicles, and 
geothermal heating and cooling.  The 98-plot community 
garden was created to provide land, facilities, and 
resources for PSU students, faculty, staff, and local 
residents to grow some of their own organic produce and 
participate in the local food system. The gardens also 
include on-site composting and mushroom cultivation.  
Location:  University Park campus of Penn State, on the 
North side of Porter Road, just east of Medlar Field 
baseball park. Map: http://bit.ly/morningstarhome_map 

 
B-FELDMAN/ MCDERMID HOME & GARDEN. This 
home has a cistern and rainwater catchment system, a 

permeable driveway, 
geothermal 
heating/cooling, and 
rooftop solar collectors (PV 
and solar thermal). You 
may tour the gardens as 
well. There may be a 
backyard pergola with a 
living roof under 

construction at the time of the tour.  Please note, there is 
a bee hive on the property, so if allergic, bring along an 
EpiPen. There are also noisy but friendly dogs. 
Location:  2548 Sleepy Hollow Drive, State College, 
Directions: From Sleepy Hollow Drive, off Science Park 
Road, it is the driveway immediately left after Apple 
Green Circle. Some parking is available in the driveway. 
Additional parking is available along Apple Green Circle 

 
C-HUDSON/ NIXON HOME.  .Green House, Green Site: 
High Tech in a Traditional Wrapper. This house, on 9 
acres in Ferguson Township, is the home of Randy 
Hudson, a LEED-registered architect, and his wife, 
Cynthia Nixon, an artist.  Randy designed the house to 
look traditional and to conserve resources with both high- 
and low-tech means.  Open to the sky and view, the 
house has passive (free!) solar heating/cooling with large 
windows and living spaces facing south; geo-thermal 
system; super-insulated walls and roof; recycled antique 
floors; and freestanding garage and studio. 
The site has xeriscaping with native trees and shrubs, 

meadows with mown walking paths, and a tree-lined 
gravel driveway. Certified National Wildlife Federation 
Habitat.  
Location: 427 S. Nixon Rd. between Pine Grove Mills 
and Whitehall Rd. 
Park along Nixon Road and walk to house.  People with 
physical difficulties may be dropped off at the house 

D-BAZAN/SLAWECKI  HOME & GARDEN--Owners 
Gene Bazan and Tania Slawecki will lead tours on the 
hour at 1, 2, 3 and 4 pm. The walking tour, conducted 
outside, will cover energy retrofits to their 1938 house 
over the past 12 years and their bio-intensive and perma-

culture gardens, now in 
the 15th year, which 
provide 90% of their 
vegetables and 60% of 
their  fruit.  Retrofits 
including insulation, solar 
hot water and hot air 
collectors, high 
performance windows, 

and geo-thermal heat pump have reduced the annual 
heating and cooling bill to under $250. 
Location:  244 Mary Street, Lemont 
Directions: From Pike Street, turn up hill at Mount 
Nittany Road. Pass Berry St. and take next right at 
Henszey.  Henszey ends at Mary St. and our driveway is 
straight ahead.  Park along Henszey or Mary St. Our 
green colored house is above the driveway. Walk up 
driveway to patio behind house.  
 

BOALSBURG AREA SITES 
 
E-MOTTA HOME: In this newly constructed ENERGY 
STAR Certified home by Envinity  the strongest focus 
was on energy efficiency. Green features of the home 
include a passive solar design.  The roof overhang 
blocks the summer sun, while allowing heat to enter the 
home in the winter.  The home’s green systems include: 
a high efficiency geothermal heat pump, an energy 
recovery ventilation (ERV) system, and a high efficiency 
wood fireplace. In the basement you will find acid-stained 
concrete floors with radiant floor heat.  The floor, with its 
high thermal mass, helps maintain a comfortable 
temperature in the home.  
Upstairs you will find salvaged windows decorating the 
interior, salvaged kitchen and bathroom sinks, and locally 
built custom cabinetry. The flooring consists of locally 
harvested and milled white oak, and a plant based 
Marmoleum.  The porch is built with locally harvested 
hemlock.  The exterior siding is a fiber cement that 
contains 50% fly ash, a recycled content material 
generated at coal power plants. 

The shell of the home includes a roof built with 
structurally insulated panels (SIPs) an R-Value of 53, 
double-stud wall construction with cellulose insulation 
with an R-value of 30, and 2” of foam beneath the slab, 
an R-Value of 10. 
 Location: 320 Misty Hill Drive, State College. 
Directions: Route 45 (Shingletown Road) 1 mile west 
of Boalsburg.  Misty Hill Drive goes left (south) right 
across from the Hess softball field. The old Hess 
farmhouse and barn mark the turnoff. Proceed 1/4 mile 
up Misty Hill Drive. Take a left at the Envinity sign and 
proceed up the gravel road to the upper parking lot.  

F-ARON GARDEN:  Water features, native plants, and 
vegetable garden at home of Jean and Gert Aron. 
Basic structures, such as raised beds, cold frame, 
fencing, trellis, compost pile, & rain barrels.  A suburban 
yard with diverse native and naturalized plants.  Wildlife 

features include brush piles, bird 
feeders, bird houses, minimal mowing 
"meadow" lawns, plus a man-made 
waterfall, mini-stream and small pond 
Location:  227 Kimport Ave., 
Boalsburg 
Directions:  From State College take 
S. Atherton St. to Boalsburg, turn left 
at traffic light onto Boalsburg Pike Go 
4 blocks, turn right onto Kimport.  

Look for tall green-colored house on the left, before the 
stop sign at Ishler St.  Park on street or in big double 
driveway. 

 
G-PARDI / KINGSLEY HOME & GARDEN 
Shaun and Katrina are in the midst of a long term plan to 
convert their conventional 1950’s house into a green net-
zero energy home.   Exterior features of the home 
include a standing seam metal roof, a solar hot water 
heating system and a solar electric system that provides 
100% of the electricity per year.  Interior details include 
custom made local cherry kitchen cabinets, cork flooring, 
non-toxic finishes and earth plaster walls.  The garden 
spaces contain raised beds for food production as well as 
wildlife habitat.  Significant amounts of work remain, but 
stop in to discuss what Shaun and Katrina have 
experienced and learned on their path toward 
sustainability. 
 Location: 431 Brush Valley Road, Boalsburg. 
 Directions - "From US 322E/Mt. Nittany Expressway 
take the exit toward Oak Hall, turn left onto Boalsburg 
Pike, turn right onto Linden Hall Rd. and make an 
immediate left onto Brush Valley Rd. 

 



 
 

H-HETTMANSPERGER/ Straw Bale HOUSE, 
Bergenblick , home of Tom and Ann Hettmansperger. 
was built in 2000-2001 as an experimental house that 

reflects a more 
green way of living.  
Some ways that 
demonstrate this 
are straw bales 
used in 3 of 4 
outside walls, a 
passive solar slate 

floor, a uniquely designed fireplace, and the positioning 
of the house. 
Location/ Directions:  off Smith Lane.  This home does 
not have an address, but if you take the Boalsburg/Oak 
Hall exit off Rte. 322 E/ Mt. Nittany Expressway, turn left 
toward Oak Hall, turn right onto Linden Hall Rd., 
immediately turn left onto Brush Valley Rd., continue east 
on Brush Valley Rd. for about 3.2 miles, turn right onto 
Smith Lane; at 1/4mi, make a left on the first driveway 
and go uphill to this home named Bergenblick. 
 

BELLFONTE AREA SITES 
 
I-TALLEYRAND PARK’S EDIBLE LANDSCAPE 
GARDEN 
The Edible Landscape Garden is an example of the use 
of edible plants to create a pleasing landscape design. It 
was developed by Talleyrand Park Committee volunteers 

as a garden that is both 
edible and ornamental, 
requires little care, 
encourages home food 
production, diversifies our 
diets, and moves our 
community closer to 
sustainability. It is 
developed on organic 
principles and includes 
uncommon edibles such as 
scorzonera, sea kale, and 
amaranth to encourage 
adoption of a plant-based 
diet. 

Location/ directions: Bellefonte, PA.  The garden is 
located in the new section of Talleyrand Park adjacent 
to the Match Factory. A small number of parking spaces 
are available at that park entrance but more parking is 
available on High St. 

 

J-ROBINSON HOME & GARDENS.  The residence 
features a hybrid geothermal heating and cooling system, 
a large sustainable vegetable growing operation, and 
edible landscaping. 
  Tim Robinson has developed an integrated geothermal 
and outdoor woodstove heating system, which draws its 
heat from a large underground tank of water which is 
warmed by the earth itself. When winter heating 
demands exceed the supply from the ground, a wood-
burning stove replenishes the heat in the tank. This 
hybrid system has advantages over both a standard 
ground-source heat pump and an outdoor wood furnace 
system. 
  Janet Robinson uses sustainable techniques to raise 
over 1300 hot pepper, sweet pepper, tomato and onion 
plants each year. She uses no pesticides or herbicides, 
relying instead on composting and a system of cover 
crops to build the soil. 
  The Robinsons are experimenting this year with 'edible 
landscaping' (combining their vegetable and flower 
gardens). Lettuce, broccoli and other edibles add their 
distinctive foliage to the decorative arrangements. 
Location: 1667 Valley View Road, Bellefonte, PA 
Directions: From State College, follow Fox Hollow Road 
towards University Park airport. After 2.6 miles, turn left 
onto Bernel Rd.  After 1.2 miles, turn right onto PA-550 
N/Buffalo Run Rd. After 0.7 miles, take the 1st left onto N 
Fillmore Rd. After 0.8 miles, take the 1st right onto Valley 
View Rd. Follow it 2.6 miles to 1667 Valley View Rd. If 
you reach Upper Gyp Rd, you've gone too far. 
From Bellefonte, From PA 150 cross Lamb St. bridge to  
historic Gamble Mill. Turn right onto N Thomas St. Follow 
this 1.0 mile across the railroad tracks through Coleville. 
Bear left onto Valley View Rd. After 3.3 miles, you've 
reached 1667 Valley View Rd., just past the intersection 
with Upper Gyp Road.  
 

MILLHEIM SITE 
 
K-PENNS VALLEY LEARNING GARDEN. 
  It’s About  Food and Community 
With the motto of Growing Food, Sharing Skills, Building 
Community, Penns Valley Community Learning Garden 
is a place where those who know can share their 
knowledge in gardening technique and related skills in 
self-reliance with those who wish to learn.  It is also a 
place where some great food is produced, which is sold 
each Saturday at the adjacent Millheim Farmers’ Market. 
Visitors can check out the rainwater collection and 
irrigation system installed with a grant from the 
Pennsylvania DEP, a forest garden design featuring fruit 
trees and shrubs, and our new herb garden. 
Location: along Route 45 on the property of the 
American Legion, just west of Millheim, PA  

 
 

How Green 
Is Happy 
Valley? 

 
SAVING THE PLANET 

 BEGINS AT HOME 
 

Green Homes 
and Gardens 

Tour 
 

Sunday 
June 24, 2012 

1 to 5 PM 
 

Be inspired 
 by the energy-saving and 
environmentally-focused 
homes and gardens of 

your Centre County 
neighbors. 

 
This event is free and open to the public. 

 
On June 24th 

you may choose to visit 
any number of the sites 
listed in the brochure 

 from 1 to 5 PM. 
 

Be considerate of our 
gracious hosts.  Please 

carpool if possible. 
  

Sponsored by 
League of Women Voters 

of Centre County 
 

LWVCC Environment Committee 
Coordinator, Susan Buda 

 srl144@hotmail.com  (814) 238-8012 


