
Oxfam America World Food Day 2012 Women Farmers Tour 
 

In celebration of World food Day (October 16th) Oxfam America will welcome two women farmers from 
West Africa for a speaking tour across the US.  

 
Nigerian farmer and community leader Susan Godwin, who was named Nigeria’s Female Food Hero by 

Oxfam this year, will visit Pennsylvania from the evening of Monday October 8 through the early morning of 
Thursday October 11th.  (She will then head to New York City and Columbus, Ohio before a week’s stay in 

Iowa to bring a small holder woman farmer perspective to the World Food Prize in Des Moines). 
 

Together with Oxfam partners and supporters, we will plan a variety of different activities. These include 
farm visits--opportunities to meet US farmers and exchange new ideas around sustainable farming and 

women’s leadership, media opportunities, meetings with Members of Congress to encourage support for 
small scale farmers worldwide, and public speaking events. 

 
Oxfam would be honored to work with members of the Pennsylvania Women’s Agricultural Network to bring 

together women farmers with Susan for a farm visit, dialogue and discussion. 
 

The Biography of Susan Godwin 
 

Susan Godwin is a Nigerian farmer. She is married to a retired superintendent Assistant Mr. Godwin 
G.Gaga, and she has 5 children. A beneficiary of Oxfam GB Nigeria work with the Oxfam partner Young 
Men Christian Association, she has been farming for 12 years in the Northern area of Nassarawa state, Obi 
local government Tunduadabu. She farms on 7 hectares of land and she cultivates mainly Yam and 
Groundnut and compliments with Maize and Guinea Corn. 
 
She won the Oxfam’s Female Food Hero for the year 2012/2013 which earned her the position of the 
chairperson of the small scale farmers in her community and in the state level amongst 4 states in Nigeria.  
Kano, katsina, Nassarawa, Plateau and Benue, she is also a woman leader in a faith based organisation. 
 
She participated in the Oxfam Strengthening the Livelihood of Small Scale Framers in Nigeria. (SLISSFAN 
PROJECT), a 3 year project co financed by EC in partnership with Oxfam and was implemented in Plateau, 
Nassarawa, Benue and Katsina. She was the Chairperson for United Movement for Small Scale Farmers 
(UMSSFN) a movement which was given birth to from the SLISSFAN project. Part of the skills she acquired 
from this training was that of Record Keeping, access to micro credits, seedlings and fertilisers and value 
addition to crops she produces. 
 
Susan participated in several trainings and seminar conducted by Oxfam through its partners, amongst 
which is the Village  Savings Loan Training, where she was equipped to conduct farming as a business 
with accounting structures in place. She possesses a Groundnut oil processing machine, where she 
produces groundnut oil and a groundnut shelling machine, she is involved in conducting capacity building 
for farmers in her community on how to use this machines and earn an income from it. 
 
She also mobilises farmers to participate in all events conducted by Oxfam, as part of her advocacy work 
she took part in the a radio show at the Nassarrawa Broadcasting Centre , which was a platform where she 
advocated for the state government to make available micro credits and fertilisers to small scale farmers in 
the State. 
 

 

SUSAN	  	  GODWIN	  (L)AT	  THE	  FEMALE	  FOOD	  HERO	  AWARDS	  

CEREMONY,	  WITH	  ELIZABETH	  EMUREN,	  PERMANENT	  

SECRETARY	  OF	  THE	  MINISTRY	  OF	  WOMEN	  AFFAIRS	  (C),	  AND	  
OXFAM	  STAFFER	  BRENDA	  BEPEU	  (R).	  

	  


