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News from PA Interfaith Power & Light !

From: Cricket Hunter (chunter@paipl.org) You moved this message to its current location.
Sent: Mon 11/26/12 2:16 PM
To: Katherine Watt Watt (katherine_watt@hotmail.com)

In this issue:

•    Climate conference starts today

•    Press tips

•    News from the Board and a green tour

•    National Programs!

•    Book discount!!

•    Upcoming Events
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Prayers needed

The international meetings of countries working to respond to climate change are in session today, Monday, November 26, to
Friday, December 7 in Doha, Qatar. May the leaders present in Doha have patience with one another but a common --and
decidedly impatient-- hunger for progress. May they experience flashes of enormous, problem-solving creativity. May their heads
ring with the voices of the youth who will inherit the consequences both of our actions and of our inactions, and may they hear,
too, the voices of the poorest among us, who are already suffering.!

Click here to learn about the four areas of focus: Adaptation, Finance, Mitigation, and Technology. To hear an inspiring youth
voice, watch this 3-minute floor speech from the 2011 conference in Durban, South Africa. This video of a Christian-Muslim youth
coalition ahead of the conference in Copenhagen in 2009 joins voices from two faith traditions speaking explicitly as people of
faith.

!

Shout it from the rooftops (and be heard)

Publicity isn’t tooting your own horn just to hear the honk – it’s how people learn about what your congregation is doing, and it’s
through sharing that your work can inspire new people to join your efforts or breathe life into a project of their own.

Remember the fantastic CFLs to food bank clients initiative from member congregation Wayne Central Baptist Church that we
shared last month?  Laura Legere, an award-winning reporter from the Scranton Times Tribune who covers both environmental
stories and the religion beat volunteered to share the reporters-eye-view of news stories at the close of the quarterly meeting of
the PA IPL Board. She highlighted the CFL story as one that caught her eye as a reporter. 

Increasingly, local stories are the bread and butter of newspapers, so reporters are on the lookout for stories that will be of interest
to many readers, but may have a new twist and (in the best of all possible worlds) a good visual.   We learned that reporters plan
ahead, banking stories for the many slow news days around this time of year (think Thanksgiving Day and New Year’s Day), so
now is a great time to sit down with a reporter or editor you may know to find out what kinds of stories they’re looking for. Laura
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suggested that something as simple as connecting a reporter with an interesting person for a local profile can be a helpful start.

Add a reporter from local papers to your newsletter list and ours -- one of them may spot the kernel of a story that the rest of us
might miss. Is there a good environment or religion reporter in your area? Send us the name of the paper and the reporter, or a
link to a story that will provide us with both.

Finally, be sure to contact us!to share news or upcoming events from your area in the next newsletter.

NEW and IMPROVED! (20% new is better than all new)

The Quarterly meeting of the Board took place in Scranton on Nov. 15. We discussed a new structure for committees that will
allow for more overlap between work on energy efficiency and work helping people speak, study, and act on climate change in and
with their congregations.   Look for committee projects you might want to join in on in January.

Following the meeting, those who attended in person got to tour Marywood University’s new School of Architecture, which has a
special emphasis on environmental stewardship. Founding Dean Gregory Hunt led the tour. The building --previously an athletic
building-- is now an inspiring and flexible space, preserving markers of its heritage while clearly designed for the new
occupants. The former deep end of the pool houses a library, while senior workstations inhabit the shallow end!

We were impressed that the building process reclaimed and reused 80% of the original materials (by weight). Read more about
the green features in Laura Legere’s article here, and check out the cooling system that taps into flooded mines below, here. Dean
Hunt spoke about the occasional need to teach local contractors to work with new processes and reclaimed materials when
building with new ideas and techniques. The school strove to protect both workers and watersheds by occasionally shifting
techniques and materials, to reduce the amounts of certain compounds. As communities of faith seek to preserve and improve the
built environments of our houses of worship, this kind of attention to both stewardship of the earth and stewardship of the health of
our members and neighbors is a great model. 

Lift every voice!

PA IPL joins forces with 38 other state Interfaith Power & Light affiliates to amplify our voices by participating in several national
programs each year.  The Cool Congregations Contest deadline for 2012 has passed, but that only means that the clock has
restarted – you have until October to make some impressive gains to share in your 2013 entry.   One part of your effort might be to
participate in the national, interfaith Preach In with a spoken message, an adult education hour, or a food, faith, and
climate potluck.  Contact us if you’d like some help brainstorming, planning, or even finding an outside speaker.!

!

Turn up the Volume – for 20% less!

PA IPL 2012 Visionary Award winner Don Brown is internationally known for his study of the ethics of climate change. (You can
read his blog here). His new book Navigating the Perfect Storm discusses the 35-year history of policy debate about climate
change in the US, and the appalling lack of discussion of what Brown calls “the obvious civilization challenging ethical questions
raised by climate change.” While Brown’s case that climate change is not value-neutral will come as no surprise to our members,
his expertly-drawn arguments will expand the depth of your understanding. He goes on to argue that there is an important practical
need for the public to turn up the volume on the ethical dimensions of climate change. The book ends with specific
recommendations on how to do this.

!

PA IPL members can order the book with a 20% discount and free shipping here using discount code MRJ81

!

 

Upcoming Events

PA IPL affiliates:

•    Thursday, November 29  PA IPL and IHS home energy efficiency workshop hosted by St. Mark Lutheran Church in Pleasant
Gap.  Dinner begins at 6:00 pm, and the (less-than) 1-hour program will start at 6:45 pm.

•    Sunday, December 2!Alternative Christmas Fair at University Baptist and Brethren Church, Burrowes St., State College. Donate
to local charities in the name of your recipient, and get a certificate to give. Children’s Fair with Bake sale at the same
time! 11:00-2:00

•    Tuesday, December 11 7:00-9:00 PA IPL will make a few remarks at a presentation hosted by Transition Town State College at
the University Mennonite Church, State College. Presenter Matthew Dalhausen’s “Is Your Home Energy Efficient? will help
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attendees reduce their energy use.

•    November and December Alternative Gift Market, Tabernacle United Church, Philadelphia – note PA IPL’s list here!

!

friends of PA IPL:

•    Tuesday, November 27, The Good Steward Campaign’s 2012 Tour for Creation will be at Eastern University in Wayne, PA. Rev.
Mitch Hescox, president and CEO of the Evangelical Environmental Network, and Dr. Dan Leathers, climatologist from the
University of Delaware will speak in the Gough Great Room from 8:00-9:30. They will be available to the press from 2:00-
6:00. For press information, contact drew@goodstewardcampaign.org, 908-334-2487

•    Sunday December 2  The Interfaith Center of Greater Philadelphia offers An Afternoon on Best Practices & Creative Strategies
for Sharing Your Work with the Wider Community. 2:00-5:00 at the Offices of the Jewish Community Relations Council. Note
the Zones of Peace project Earth’s Keepers as projects with a particular interest to PA IPL.

•    EPA's Environmental Justice Small Grants 2013 Request for Proposals.   The applications were announced on October 15, and
are due January 7.  Download the informational PDF, and look for Section G. Pre-Application Assistance on pg. 20 to find the
directions to register for a helpful pre-application conference call. 

!

Send us your cluster events and we’ll publish them here and on our website – don’t belong to a cluster? Check out
our Facebook page or contact us to connect with other PA IPL folks in your area.

There are always new things on our paipl.org website, our blog, and our Facebook page. info@paipl.org is the place to go with
questions or comments!

Pennsylvania Interfaith Power and Light (paipl.org) is a community of congregations, faith-based organizations, and individuals of faith
responding to climate change as a moral issue, through advocacy, energy conservation, energy efficiency, and the use of clean,
renewable energy.
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