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Tom Fountaine, Mark Whitfield,  
 State College Borough 
 243 South Allen Street 
 State College, PA 16801 
Rodney Erickson,    Dan Sieminski,   David Gray,  
 Penn State University  Penn State University  Penn State University   
 201 Old Main   208 Old Main   208 Old Main 
 University Park, PA 16803 University Park, PA 16803 University Park, PA 16803 
Russell Bedell, Anthony Sulkowski,  
 Columbia Gas, A NiSource Company  
 1020 North Hartley Street 
 York, PA 17404 
 
The residents of the Highlands have expressed serious concerns about the safety of the proposed gas 
line and the lack of transparency of the decision-making which resulted in the conclusion to run it 
through our residential neighborhood. 
 
Regarding the first: we have been presented with no proof of due diligence in the development of an 
adequate risk assessment for this placement.  If these studies have been done, they have not been made 
public at the few meetings which have been minimally advertised, nor have they been posted clearly 
for us to find in published sources.  In fact, these public meetings have been carefully arranged to 
present information on the closure of the streets and the effect that will have on parking, getting to and 
from one's home, etc.  No such meetings were held to present the options, the engineering decisions, 
nor the type, structure or integrity of this supply line.  Is this supply line safe or not?  
 
Whether these decisions were under the purview of Columbia Gas (supplier and owner of the line), 
Penn State University (customer) or the Borough of State College is not the issue -- that all three 
entities neglected to give accurate and complete information is a serious issue.  In a seeming effort to 
obfuscate just these questions, the fait accompli presenters gave vague non-answers to any questions 
about the infrastructure.  For example, when asked could a homeowner be hooked up to the gas line as 
it was being installed, the response was incomplete and uninformative -- rather than the simple answer: 
no, this line has too much pressure to be used as a direct line for home use.  All of these entities need to 
open up discussions on these topics much earlier in the process and to put real effort into actually 
reaching the people whose homes, properties and lives are directly affected by this or any public works 
issue.   
 
The result of this lack of clarity includes anger, distrust and for some of our neighbors real fear.  
Legitimate concerns exist about both physical safety and the economic impact of this on insurance 
premiums and property values over time.  Many of us are in agreement that moving from coal to 
natural gas is positive, and we hope it is only a first step in the University and community moving 
toward less and – eventually – non-polluting fuels.  This does not negate the requirement for better 
information and openly sharing the details of decision making.     
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