
KELLER STREET COMMUNITY GARDEN 
 

Please email katherine_watt@hotmail.com or call 237-0996 if you’re interested in 
cultivating a Keller Street community plot (outlined in red in the layout plan). Each one 
is 100 square feet and there are 14 available at a non-refundable rental cost of $25 per 
season, plus a refundable $25 deposit. The 2013 gardening season runs April 13 
through November 30. (See Keller St. Garden – Master Agreement for details.) 
Plot Assignments (last updated 3.20.12)   

1. Alexandra Bainbridge 
2. AVAILABLE 
3. AVAILABLE 
4. AVAILABLE 
5. AVAILABLE 
6. Nina Fellin 
7. AVAILABLE 
8. AVAILABLE 
9. AVAILABLE 
10. AVAILABLE 
11. AVAILABLE 
12. AVAILABLE 
13. AVAILABLE 
14. AVAILABLE 

 

BACKGROUND: 

During Winter 2011-2012, members of the State College Friends Meeting House 
reached out to Spring Creek Homesteading Fund to offer us the chance to manage the 
church’s garden space: a weedy, overgrown plot approximately 50’ by 55’ located near 
the intersection of Prospect Avenue and Keller Street. 

We support community gardens as a key part of resilient local food production and 
wanted learn more about how community gardens start and are maintained, so we 
jumped at the chance. Combining the Friends’ land with Spring Creek Homesteading’s 
volunteer labor and funding, we hoped to jointly offer plots to eager community 
gardeners, giving all of us an incrementally stronger local food system over time. 

Our first plan was to open portions of the garden to the public for Spring 2012 
community garden planting. However, after site inspection, we decided to use the 



2012 growing season to rest and fertilize the lower section using permaculture 
strategies, and to build up to six raised beds in a new (expanded) upper section, for 
2012 planting by a few Friends members and children and teachers from the nursery 
school housed in the Meeting House. 

Jackie Bonomo of Healing Ground Permaculture in Lemont developed a layered 
mulching plan to rest the garden. Between April and July 2012, volunteers removed 
weeds and debris, built six raised beds, collected cardboard for mulching and sheet 
mulched the lower section with cardboard, Borough compost, alfalfa hay and 
switchgrass. The sheet-mulching was the most labor-intensive phase, requiring 
approximately 35 people-hours of work. 

We built entry gates using reclaimed lumber and hired a contractor to dig holes, install 
wooden gateposts and corner posts, and hang two entry gates and a four-foot-tall wire 
perimeter fence. We also began spreading wood chips on footpaths, with student 
volunteers from Dorothy Blair’s Fall 2012 Nutrition class. 

At the end of the 2012 growing season, we began negotiating an arrangement for the 
2013 growing season. Over Winter 2012-2013, Spring Creek Homesteading drafted a 
plot rental agreement, a set of community garden policies to facilitate garden 
supervision and weed control, and a contract documenting the land-use/land-
management agreement for review, revision and approval by the Friends Meeting 
building & grounds committee. 

By spring, we’ll lay out, stake and number 14 plots with footpaths, sign up gardeners, 
arrange for wood chip purchase or donation and delivery, and lay wood chips on the 
footpaths. We also plan to build a wooden chest with a combination lock for storage of 
shared tools and coordinate design and installation of an irrigation system to bring 
water from the Meeting House down the slope to the garden, with a spigot assembly to 
prevent waste. 

Other possible 2013 improvements include beautification (signage, benches for 
seating, perennial flower plantings); reclamation of the wild blackberry and black 
raspberry patches in the Friendly Woods adjacent to the garden; and educational 
workshops on gardening and hugelkultur. 


