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A weekly publication covering local food, energy, skill-building and democracy  
during the transition to a steady-state economy 

 
 
LOCAL DEMOCRACY & SKILL-BUILDING 
 
October 14 – State College Borough Council Work 
Session. 7:30 p.m. at 243 South Allen St. 
 
October 15 – Neighborhood Plan Review with the 
Planning Commission. 7 p.m. in Harkins Hall at Grace 
Lutheran Church, 205 South Garner St. 
 
October 15 - Home Energy Efficiency Presentation - 
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. University Mennonite Church, 1606 
Norma St. State College. Presented by Matthew 
Dahlhausen, M.S. Candidate, Architectural Engineering. 
 
October 17 – Planning Commission Meeting. 7 p.m. at 
243 South Allen St. 
 
October 19 - Weatherization First Fundraiser at ACE 
Hardware - 9 am to 6 pm., at 150 Rolling Ridge Dr., 
sponsored by PA – Interfaith Power & Light. 
Congregational and community teams are weatherizing 
homes of low-income families in Centre County.  The 
labor is voluntary, but they need supplies.  Stop by the 
store in Hills Plaza off South Atherton to buy materials 
to weatherize your own home and, while you are there, 
buy something to help the Weatherization First program. 
Donate directly by sending a check to PA-IPL 
(memo Weatherization First), 2100C South Atherton St, 
State College, PA 16801.  
 
LOCAL FOOD 
 
Community Kitchen Campaign Reaching Out to PSU 
 
A recent edition of the PSU Sustainability Institute’s 
Mainstream e-newsletter highlighted the Sustainable 
Communities Collaborative: 
 
“The Sustainable Communities Collaborative announced 
a partnership with the State College Borough that will 
engage students at University Park with the community 
in a pilot program that links community-based 
sustainability projects with existing courses across the 
University.”  
 
The article noted that organizers are seeking additional 
PSU faculty to participate in the program. After 
circulating a few initial emails to local food activists, 
assessing interest in reaching out to the SCC about a 
potential collaboration to create a community kitchen, 
Meagan Tuttle in the State College Borough planning 
department suggested I contact Nancy Franklin and 
Terry Shupp at the Sustainability Institute for more 
information. So I followed up last week by email:  
 
“There's a strong core group of community members 
interested in establishing a community kitchen in State 
College, including the board of directors for the Friends 
& Farmers Cooperative. My understanding is that the co-
op's leaders would like to continue building their 
customer base through sales of prepared meals that use 
locally-produced ingredients as they work toward 
opening a full-service local foods grocery store in the 
State College area. Several other local cooks, cooking 
instructors, farmers and bakers are also interested in the 
possibilities for a community kitchen for catering, 
cooking classes, and preservation of excess produce 
during harvest peaks. 
 
The specific initial questions are: 1) Is there funding 
available for community initiatives through the SCI 
program? 2) Is there a requirement that faculty 
participants design and teach a course to go with the 
other aspects of the selected community projects? 3) Is 
there an application process and deadline?” 
 
I’ll report developments if/when I hear back from 
Sustainability Institute representatives. 
 
Food Banks; Soup Kitchens, Food Advocacy Groups 
 
Central Pennsylvania Community Action Inc. 
P.O. Box 792  - 207 E. Cherry St. Clearfield - 765-1551 
Lead agency for area food banks. 
 
Centre Hall/Potter Township Area Food Bank 
Grace United Methodist Church 
127 South Pennsylvania Ave. – Centre Hall - 364-1131 
Third Tuesdays, 12:30 to 4 p.m. or by appt. 
 
Centre House 
217 East Nittany Ave. State College - 237-4863  
Open 24 hours/7 days. 
 
Community Help Centre 
114 West Beaver Ave. State College - 237-5855 
Open 24 hours/7 days. 

 
Faith Center Food Bank 
109 West High St. - Bellefonte - 355-4400 
Wednesdays. 10 a.m to noon and 1 to 2 p.m. 
Thursday 10 a.m. to noon; 1 to 6:30 p.m. 
 
Fillmore United Methodist Church Food Pantry 
126 Apple St. - Bellefonte - 355-2208 
Third Saturdays – 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
 
Howard Area Food Bank at Howard Elementary School 
672 Garden St. - Howard - 570-962-2254 
First and third Mondays, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.  
 
Milesburg Food Pantry 
103 Turnpike St. - Milesburg - 355-0890 
 
PSU Community Food Security Club  
205 Chandlee Lab - 865-5870 
 
PSU Community, Environment & Development Club  
107C/105C Armsby Building - 865-6220 
 
PA Department of Public Welfare; Food Stamps 
Program; Temporary Emergency Food Assistance 
Program; State Food Purchase Program 
Centre Region Office - 863-6571 
 
Philipsburg Food Bank 
14 Front Street - Philipsburg - 342-0404 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m; by appt. 
 
Pleasant Gap United Methodist Church Food Bank 
179 South Main St. - Pleasant Gap - 359-3011 
Last Sundays, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
 
Snow Shoe/Mountaintop Area Food Bank 
Moshannon Avenue - Snow Shoe - 367-6230 
Second Thursdays, 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. and by appt. 
 
State College Area Food Bank  
276 West Hamilton Ave. State College - 234-2310 
The State College food bank will be moving next year to 
1321 South Atherton St. (former Paul & Tony’s Stereo 
store) to “better serve our community, update our method 
of service, combine multiple locations, implement new 
community programs and provide clients fresher and 
healthier foods,” according to Carol Pioli, Food Bank 
executive director. 
 
State College Area Meals on Wheels 
Grace Lutheran Church  
205 S. Garner St. - State College - 237-8135 
 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church - Community Cafe  
208 West Foster Ave. - State College -237-7659 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. 
 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church Soup Kitchen 
109 McCallister St. - State College - 237-2163 
Wednesdays 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 
USDA – Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program 
401 Agricultural Admin. Building 
University Park PA 16802 
814-863-3447 
 
LOCAL ENERGY 
 
PSU Energy Planning - Referenced documents available 
online at energysovereignty.wordpress.com 
 
Between August 16, 2013 and October 4, an email 
exchange primarily among Matt Dahlhausen, Alex 
Novak, Katherine Watt (me), OPP Director Rob 
Cooper and Engineering Services Manager Ian Salada, 
first related to the September 12 “Our Energy Future” 
forum, and then related to scheduling a document review 
appointment for Matt and I to examine the PSU Energy 
Strategic Master Plan, responding to Cooper’s public 
invitation at the forum. Although we had scheduled the 
first review session to begin at 10 a.m. on Monday, 
October 7 at the Physical Plant Building on campus, by 
email on October 4, Salada abruptly cancelled the review: 
 
“Unfortunately, in light of the legal proceeding that has 
just been started (Petition filed with EPA), I need to 
cancel for Monday. We will have to see how that 
proceeding unfolds before making any decisions about 
review of the Plan. I apologize for the late notice, but this  
development was unexpected. If and when things change, 
I will let you know.” 
 
Following is a summary of issues raised in David 
Stone’s two comment letters submitted to the PA-DEP 
on July 31 and August 30,  and his US-EPA petition filed 
September 27. 
 

 
1. Baseline Data  
 
Two separate public notices were made in the PA 
Bulletin on the Title V Operating Permit 14-00003 
renewal (June 15, 2013 and June 22, 2013). The second 
notice contained substantially different emission rates 
for several pollutants, with no explanation for the 
differences. 
 

PSU EMISSIONS –  
Public Notices 

6.15.13  
PA 
Bulletin 

6.22.13  
PA Bulletin 

Carbon Monoxide 266.5 tons 349.2 tons 

Nitrogen Oxides 1,101 tons 915.3 tons 

Sulfur Oxides  6,667 tons 3,980 tons 

Particulate Matter 
(PM) 

486.8 tons 315.8 tons 

Volatile Organic 
Compounds (VOC) 

29.7 tons 36.6 tons 

Hazardous Air 
Pollutants (HAP) 

139.2 tons 61.5 tons 

Carbon Dioxide 
Equivalents (GHG) 

825,653 
tons 

835,947 tons 

 
2. Community Bill of Rights & Legal Standing 
 
In the TVOP documents (including the “Intent to Issue 
Plan Approvals and Intent to Issue or Amend Operating 
Permits under the Air Pollution Control Act and 25 
Pa.  Code Chapter 127, Subchapter B” published August 
3, 2013), Penn State and the DEP erroneously list the 
location of Penn State’s West Campus Steam Plant 
activities as in College Township rather than State 
College Borough. 
 
This mistake is significant for two related reasons. State 
College has a Home Rule Charter Amendment (State 
College Community Bill of Rights) protecting air quality 
at the local level. This local law gives Borough residents 
direct legal standing to protect our air quality, in 
addition to our indirect legal standing as state citizens 
under the protection of the Pennsylvania DEP and 
federal citizens under the protection of the US-EPA. 
College Township has no such local law. 
 
The proposed plan approval for the West Campus Steam 
Plant (7.25.13 Proposed WCSP Approval – Zaman to 
Salada) also includes a standard provision on page 15 
(#19) explicitly noting that, under 25 Pa. Code Section 
127.12b: “Nothing in the Plan Approval relieves the 
facility owner or operator from the obligation to comply 
with all applicable federal, state and local laws and 
regulations.” 
 
3. General Operating Permit v. Specific Modification 
Permit: One-Step or Two-Step? 
 
Title V operating permit renewals are generally done on 
a 5-year basis to bring any new regulatory requirements 
into the Title V permit and to update monitoring, 
recordkeeping, and reporting. Operating permit renewals 
can also include prior modifications (such as the East 
Campus Steam Plant changes). 
 
In a two-step system, a planned future modification 
project (such as the WCSP conversion) must undergo a 
separate review and permitting procedure. The state 
construction/operating permit (“plan approval”) is issued, 
and then the Title V operating permit is re-opened for 
public participation, after startup of the new facilities, to 
incorporate the changes.  In a “one-step” Title V process, 
construction and operating permits are “integrated” – 
 reviewed and sent to notice once. 
 
The WCSP construction permit (14-00003F) is being 
written and noticed by the DEP to the public and US-
EPA so that the future Title V operating permit (14-
00003) can be re-opened after the WCSP modifications 
solely on an administrative basis. 
 
The DEP appears to be using the “administrative 
amendment provisions” of 25 Pa. Code Section 127.450 to 
eliminate future public participation.  
 
Combining the two permits may have been part of Penn 
State’s plan since March 2011 (3.25.11 WCSP – DEP 
Note to File), but it may be precluded by the Clean Air 
Act exceptions. 
 
4. Compliance or Avoidance: Major Source v. Area Source 
 
Penn State officials have repeatedly claimed publicly 



	  

that the purpose of the WCSP conversion is to  ”comply” 
with the new Maximum Achievable Control Technology 
(MACT) standards that took effect this past April, with a 
compliance deadline of January 2016 for existing 
emissions sources. 
 
Their actions, however, indicate that the WCSP 
conversion is designed to avoid the new MACT 
standards. 
 
MACT standards for coal boilers were included in the 
1990 Clean Air Act Amendments. Initial rules were 
proposed in 2003 and promulgated in 2004. Appeals and 
court orders have delayed and amended the rules, but 
since 2003, operators have known that coal-fired units 
would need to upgrade their emissions controls, conserve 
to enable shutdown of coal-fired boilers, or convert to a 
cleaner fuel source. The most recent revisions to the final 
MACT rule were promulgated on Jan. 31, 2013, went into 
effect April 1, 2013 and set the compliance deadline of 
January 31, 2016 for existing sources. 
 
PSU is currently considered a Major Source of HAPs and 
must comply with the MACT (including any notifications, 
recordkeeping, etc.) until they become an Area Source. 
When they become an Area Source between now and the 
compliance date of January 2016 (or January 2017 if a 
one-year extension is granted), they will avoid the Major 
Source MACT rule. 
 
They will also avoid the Area Source NESHAP rules if 
they only burn natural gas in their boilers, and limit the 
combustion of fuel oil to only during periods of gas 
curtailment, gas supply interruption, startups, or 
periodic testing, with periodic testing of liquid fuel not to 
exceed a combined total of 48 hours during any calendar 
year. 
 
Title V operating permit renewals usually only address 
infrastructure that is operational at the time of renewal 
and not any future or planned permit modifications. 
Under those standards, the 2013 Penn State TVOP 
general operating permit should have been written 
identifying PSU as a “Major Source” for Hazardous Air 
Pollutants (HAPs), subject to the new “Major Source” 
Boiler MACT requirements. 
 
The permit should not have been written taking into 
account Penn State’s future plans to modify the facility to 
burn only natural gas, allowing Penn State to 
preemptively-retroactively be considered an “Area 
Source” for HAPs before it actually is one. 
 
5. Compliance Assurance Monitoring 
 
Compliance Assurance Monitoring (CAM) does not seem 
to have been addressed for the coal boilers and associated 
fabric filters currently in use. If needed, a CAM Plan 
must be proposed as part of a Title V renewal or Title V 
significant modification. A Title V renewal application 
without a proposed CAM Plan shouldn’t be deemed 
complete and shouldn’t qualify for an EPA permit shield. 
The need for a CAM Plan should be clarified by PSU 
and/or PA-DEP. 
 
6. New Source Review & Alternatives Analysis  
 
There may not be any explicit regulatory requirements 
for operators to conduct and submit “Alternatives 
Analysis” with TVOP applications. 
 
However, an “alternatives analysis” can be required if 
New Source Review for Prevention of Significant 
Deterioration or for Non-attainment of the National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards is triggered by a new 
major source or major modification at an existing source. 
PSU apparently did not trigger the New Source Review 
regulations with the WCSP application because they 
“netted out” their emissions from review, using 
“Emission Reduction Credits” and contemporaneous 
emission decreases. 
 
Which takes us back to the first highlighted issue: 
baseline data discrepancies. 
 
If Penn State is misrepresenting baseline emissions in 
order to improperly use ERCs to avoid New Source 
Review, then the university has prioritized finding 
regulatory loopholes over finding effective ways to 
dramatically reduce energy consumption. 
 
RYBACKI ALTERNATIVE ENERGY PLAN 
 
On September 11, Mike Rybacki submitted an 
alternative energy plan to OPP Director Rob Cooper 
and other PSU officials. Mike’s summary: 
 
“In order to strengthen our roots in the area of resilience, 
this proposal bridges the gap between the idea of cost 
effective, cleaner, safer, and replenishable fuels and their 
actual implementation.  All of the West Campus heating, 
cooling, hot water and system electrical needs would be 
met, saving money, reducing emissions, heightening 
safety, and promoting Penn State as a recognized leader 
in the area of renewables. 
 
Monetary savings over natural gas:  
 $209.3 million over 30 years 
 
Emissions reduction over natural gas:   
 4.7 billion pounds over 30 years 

 
The total 30-year cost of a natural gas conversion is 
projected at $455 million: 
 
$60 million for pipeline and boiler install 
$380 million for fuel 
$15 million for steam pipe maintenance 

 
The total 30-year investment for a comparable 
geothermal retrofit is projected as $245.7 million: 
 
$142.8 million for installs 
$44.2 million for ground source heat pump electricity 
$56.8 million for coal during 13-year phase-out 
$1.9 million for biomass retrofits 
 
150 West Campus buildings would be converted to 
geothermal according to the following timetable: 
 
• 2013-2014 – 6 buildings 
• 2015 – 8 buildings 
• 2016 – 10  buildings 
• 2017 – 12 buildings 
• 2018-2025 – 14 buildings per year 
• 2026 – 2 buildings 
 
During this period, two of the coal boilers would be 
retrofitted to accept 10% biomass at an investment of 
$945,000, which would lower coal emissions, most 
notably with SO2. 
 
The three main coal boilers would be phased out as 
follows: Boiler #3 by 2018; Boiler #2 by 2022; Boiler #1 by 
2026. 
 
With the $209.3 million in 30-year accumulated savings, 
the following renewable supplementary options can be 
exercised: 
 
$68.4 million ($456,000 per building) grid-tied 
photovoltaic installs; 114kW average 
 
$44.2 million electrical savings due to PV offset 
 
$15 million solar thermal back up ($100,000 per 
building):  10% of geothermal capacity 
 
$36.7 million ($245,000 per building) nickel-iron battery 
backup 
 
$36.7 million ($245,000 per building) fuel cell emergency 
generators and system backup 
 
$70.8 million ($472,000 per building) NiMH heat-to-
electricity transformers, 24 hours/day power generation 
(this option would reduce the PV investment by 50%) 
 
With this plan, a $60 million, 30-year, surplus would be 
realized over the proposed centralized natural gas 
conversion, due to the power of decentralized 
renewables.” 
 
HISTORY & STRATEGIC PLANNING 
 
Although the ESMooP (Energy Strategic Master Plan) is 
a closely-guarded institutional secret, Penn State’s 
overall strategic plan for 2009/10 to 2013/14 is online. 
 
In the plan, “energy” is only mentioned five times, 
including once as part of the “Institutes for Energy and 
the Environment” and once as part of a call to harness 
the energy of students interested in sustainability. The 
other three references: 
 
Page 2 – “How will Penn State cover its essential 
expenses, with rapidly increasing costs for energy, health 
care, technology, facilities, and more, particularly in the 
face of an economic downturn?” 
 
Page 23  - “Whether we look at financial markets, food 
production and distribution, energy security, 
regional conflicts, terrorism, or global climate change, 
what happens on the global stage has a direct impact on 
all of our lives.” 
 
Page 52 – “ Energy and the environment are two 
critically important dimensions of sustainability, but 
there are far more dimensions that can be considered.” 
 
It’s hardly a strong indication that Penn State leadership 
takes energy issues seriously. See, for contrast, Tim 
DeChristopher’s recent statement on Harvard’s refusal 
to divest from fossil fuels: There Is No ‘Neutral’ in the 
Climate Fight, excerpted: 
 
“[Harvard President] Drew Faust seeks a position of 
neutrality in a struggle where the powerful only ask that 
people like her remain neutral. She says that Harvard’s 
endowment shouldn’t take a political position, and yet it 
invests in an industry that spends countless millions on 
corrupting our political system. In a world of corporate 
personhood, if she doesn’t want that money to be 
political, she should put it under her mattress. She has 
clearly forgotten the words of Paolo Freire: “Washing 
one’s hands of the conflict between the powerful and 
powerless means to side with the powerful, not to remain 
neutral.” Or as Howard Zinn put succinctly, “You can’t be 
neutral on a moving train.” 
 
She touts all the great research on climate change that is 
done at Harvard, but she ignores the fact that the fossil 

fuel industry actively works to suppress or distort every 
one of those efforts. To seriously suggest that any 
research will solve the climate crisis while we continue to 
allow the fossil fuel industry to maintain a stranglehold 
on our democracy is profoundly naive. Faust never 
admits whether or not she agrees with the basic science 
of the carbon budget, which is the foundation of the 
understanding that the current reserves of the fossil fuel 
industry cannot be burned without condemning us to an 
unlivable future. If she accepts the science, she should 
explain how her plan of cooperation will convince the 
industry to leave those assets in the ground. 
 
Faust’s claim that the university should not divest while 
it continues to consume fossil fuels obfuscates the fact 
that divestment is about undermining the political power 
of the fossil fuel industry. Energy is a market driven not 
by consumers but by political influence, yet Faust alludes 
to the worn out old argument that the consumers of fossil 
fuels don’t have a right to object to the crimes against 
humanity committed by an industry that uses political 
leverage to prevent alternatives… 
 
The students’ call for divestment was a call for help by 
the young people who will reap the consequences of the 
climate crisis. The industry committed to ruining our 
future simply asked Faust to stay out of it. There is no 
way for someone in a position of influence to not take a 
side in such a situation. That’s why leadership is no place 
for a coward. By turning her back on those calling for 
help, Faust absolutely took a side. I strongly suspect that 
time will show that she chose the wrong side of history… 
Harvard needs leaders better able to see beyond their 
own time, and the students who will continue to push for 
divestment are a great example.” 
 
*  *  * 
 
I’m quite frustrated and angered by the OPP’s refusal to 
publish the ESMooP or even allow supervised citizen 
review sessions. I was naively misled by OPP officials 
who talked the talk about engaging the community on 
the serious energy issues that confront the conjoined 
twins of town-and-gown, without being able to walk the 
walk and stonewalling instead. 
 
I also have no confidence that the October 30 DEP public 
hearing on the West Campus Steam Plant project will 
divert the university from its short-sighted fossil-fuel 
substitution plan. If the Department of Environmental 
Protection were credibly charged with “protection,” they 
would issue “protective orders” keeping fossil fuels and 
other toxics out of communities and ecosystems. Instead, 
they issue “permits” to bring fossil fuels and other toxics 
into communities and ecosystem. It’s stonewalling with a 
veneer of public participation. 
 
What’s the next most responsive community maneuver? 
Maybe to dig under the wall. 
 
Information about Penn State’s history is online at Penn 
State’s website and at Wikipedia, and I’m working my 
way through a 1946 “History of the Pennsylvania State 
College” book by Wayland Fuller Dunaway. Once upon a 
time, Penn State apparently had leaders who could be 
called wise, who thought carefully about major world 
developments and worked carefully to position the 
university to meet those developments head on. 
 
As we watch the federal government shutdown grind on 
in Washington – driven in part by a similar lack of 
wisdom and maturity – many communities are 
increasingly considering secession. Even when open, the 
federal government is fairly dysfunctional; several years 
ago, a Russian scholar even predicted the break-up of the 
United States. (See, for example, Wall Street Journal 
coverage of Igor Panarin.) 
 
No one can say exactly when such a national 
disintegration will happen, but complex things tend to 
reach a peak of complexity and then break down into 
simpler components. On a civilizational scale, John 
Michael Greer refers to this as “catabolic collapse.” 
 
I think Penn State is at or near “peak university” and 
that there’s value to strategically planning for the 
simplification process rather than idly waiting for it to 
hit solely on its own terms. 
 
I wondered for awhile if Penn State leaders would 
recognize – in a timely way – the need to strip away 
peripheral programming and physical plant to save  the 
core mission of training a smaller student population to 
be skilled farmers, mechanics, builders and extension 
educators. I don’t wonder anymore; they won’t. 
 
But I still think it’s a good idea for community members 
to gather and circulate information and ideas about how 
that institutional retrogression could be pursued while 
building up community capacity to weather the change. 
And I still think it’s a good idea to make our work 
available to Penn State leaders for when they eventually 
reach a similar understanding of our current and 
intensifying energy- and cash-constrained situation. 
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