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LOCAL SKILL-BUILDING & DEMOCRACY 
 
• April 15 - Share the Easter Harvest Recital with The Music Field Piano Studio, 

Tir Na Nog Irish Dance and Half Baked Acoustic Band at Way Fruit Farm Café in 
Port Matilda at 5:30 p.m. Admission: an item for the State College Food Bank. 

• April 16 – Organic Gardening Workshop with Gene Bazan at Millbrook Marsh, 
6:30 to 8 p.m. More info & registration at crpr.org/ 

• April 16 – Friends & Farmers Cooperative Task Group Meetings – 7:00 p.m. at 
New Leaf Initiative, 243 South Allen St., 3rd Floor. 

• April 22 – Screening of Growing Cities, 6:30 p.m. in 121 Sparks Building. 
Documentary film about urban agriculture in the U.S., followed by a panel 
discussion with film director/producer Dan Susman and other agriculture experts. 
Sponsored by the Sustainability Institute and the Penn State Institutes of Energy 
and Environment as part of Earth Week at Penn State. 

• April 23 - Cutting Pollution, Adapting Now: How Pennsylvania Can Confront 
Climate Change and Help Wildlife Survive in a Warming World. Roundtable 
discussion, 4:00 p.m. at Schlow Library Community Room, 211 S Allen St. 
Organized by Ed Perry of National Wildlife Federation 

• April 23 OR 24 - Kids Bakery Workshop at Way Fruit Farm (Port Matilda). 5:00 -
7:00 p.m. $10 per child. Call the farm to register - 692-5211. 

• April 25 - Shiitake Mushroom Growing - 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. at Quiet Creek 
Herb Farm & School of Country Living, 93 Quiet Creek Lane, Brookville. Online 
registration: agsci.psu.edu/wagn/events/2014-04-25ShiitakeMushroom 

• April 26 - Annual Streambank Cleanup - Penns Valley Conservation Association. 
Rendezvous at 9 a.m. at Coburn Park in Millheim. More info at pennsvalley.net. 

• April 27 – Fourth Annual Riversongs Festival, 3:00 – 6:00 p.m. at Elk Creek Café 
in Millheim. Live Music supporting Penns Valley Conservation Association. More 
info at pennsvalley.net.  

• May 1 – College Township Council Meeting – Backyard Chickens on the Agenda. 
7:00 p.m. at the township building. Contact Scott Stilson for more info: 
scottstilson@gmail.com 

• May 2 – Interfaith Power & Light Climate Change Bicycle Ride from State 
College to Washington DC. More info: paipl.us/what-do-we-do/bike-trip/ 

• May 7 – Centre Region Council of Governments Public Services & Environmental 
Committee Meeting 8:30 a.m., Gateway Ave. COG building. Presentation on 
Georgetown University Energy Prize application process by Mike Rybacki and 
community supporters.  

• May 13 - Happy Valley Time Bank Meet & Greet – 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. at New Leaf 
Initiative, 243 South Allen St, Third Floor. 

• May 17 – Master Gardener Garden Fair & Plant Sale. More than 6,000 plants for 
sale, vendors, talks on gardening related subjects and more. 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. at the 
Ag Progress Days site Pennsylvania Furnace. More info: 
extension.psu.edu/plants/master-gardener/counties/centre/master-gardener-plant-
sale/ At 11 a.m. join Master Gardeners Pam Ford, Doug Ford, and Justin Wheeler 
of the Snetsinger Butterfly Garden as they discuss current topics concerning our 
pollinators and how to establish and certify a pollinator garden.   

 
LOCAL FOOD 
 
Outdoor Farmers Markets Opening Soon – Indoor Markets in the Meantime 
 

• Tuesdays - Boalsburg Winter Farmers Market - 2 p.m. to 6 p.m., St. John's 
United Church of Christ, 218 N. Church Street, Boalsburg 

• Fridays - State College Winter Farmers Market - 11:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
State College Borough Building, 243 South Allen St. 

• Saturdays – Millheim Winter Farmers Market – 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Bremen 
Town Ballroom, 105 E. Main Street, Millheim. 

 
Friends & Farmers Co-op Update 
 
The co-op’s volunteer task groups meet this Wednesday, April 16 at 7:00 p.m. at New 
Leaf Initiative, 243 South Allen St., Third Floor. Some of the tasks the co-op needs 
volunteers to help with are below. Contact Volunteer Coordinator Stacey Budd at 
stachay@yahoo.com for more information. 
 
• Create educational materials such as local food guides 
• Host a house party  
• Act as historian for the co-op, keeping track of events and media coverage 
• Write for our newsletter on anything food, farm and community-related 
• Write for our blog - create a monthly farmer spotlight post, share your favorite 

local recipes... 
• Work as a fundraiser through events, grants or donations 
• Table at a community event 
• Work on developing a farm directory and farm questionnaire; communicate with 

farmers about their ideas for the cooperative 
• Crop mob 
• Research a myriad of co-op subjects (equal access to good food, co-op computer 

software, successes and failures of other cooperatives, effective store layout…) 
• Lead a book discussion around food systems 
• Host or participate in a local dinner club 
• Bookkeeping/Business planning 
• Create a promotional co-op video 
• Liaison with other food cooperatives 
• Connect with local farm-to-school lunch program 
• Participate in a focus group 
• Research community kitchens 
• Be a photographer for events 
• Help research a commercial real estate sites for the co-op 

 
LOCAL DEMOCRACY & JOURNALISM 
 
Robert Jensen writing March 30 at Resilience.org: Reviewing The Watchdog That 
Didn’t Bark: The Financial Crisis and the Disappearance of Investigative Journalism: 
 
“…There is no escape from political judgment, and mainstream journalism’s claim to 
be non-ideological and apolitical simply means the profession has absorbed the 
political assumptions of the dominant culture. That’s not rising above politics; it’s 
sinking more deeply into an unreflective politics. The appropriate question isn’t, ‘Is 

there a politics to your approach to journalism?’ but ‘Can you defend the politics of 
your approach to journalism?’ 
 
I do not believe there is a decent human future possible within capitalism, which is 
inhuman, anti-democratic and unsustainable. Most of mainstream journalism 
assumes such a future is possible. Whichever position proves to be most prescient, 
both points of view – an overt challenge to capitalism or the belief that capitalism is 
stable and/or just – are political to the same degree. The main difference is that an 
anti-capitalist position challenges the position held by powerful people/institutions 
and appears politicized, while a pro-capitalist position lines up with power and hides 
behind the illusory claim to not be political but simply working within the way things 
are. 
 
This is not a contest between journalism based on facts and journalism based on 
values; all journalism should struggle to describe the world accurately and all 
journalism comes with value judgments. Nor is it about neutrality versus advocacy. 
Starkman supports a journalism that assumes regulation can solve problems in the 
financial system, and I support a journalism that questions the assumptions inherent 
to the financial system. The real questions are: Which kind of journalism does a better 
job of fitting the facts about the world into a coherent picture of how the world works, 
allowing us to imagine a better world? Readers can disagree with any particular 
position, but no position can be eliminated from the discussion simply on the claim 
that it is ‘politicized…’ 
 
What is the role of journalists today? In a society that is in deep denial about the 
impediments to achieving social justice and ecological sustainability – denial that is 
especially deep in the relatively privileged sectors where affluence insulates from the 
immediate consequences – perhaps journalists should not be barking at people who 
break the rules of existing systems, but sounding an unpleasantly loud alarm that we 
have to change our existing systems in profound ways. 
  
To alert society to such threats, journalists have to face – and tell – the truth about 
how our social, political, and economic systems operate. To do that, journalism first 
has to face – and tell – the truth about itself.” 
 
I wrote him a thank you note: “Just wanted to say thanks for your excellent piece at 
resilience.org. I'm working in that field - trying to figure out where journalism fits in 
the post-peak oil world and how to navigate the boundary zone between journalist and 
movement participant. I appreciate your insights very much, particularly as I get a lot 
of negative feedback from fossil fuel proponents (expected) and sustainability 
proponents uncomfortable with reporting that confronts the power systems upholding 
unsustainable policies & practices (not so expected).” 
 
LOCAL ENERGY 
 
COG to Enter Georgetown University Energy Prize Competition 
 
(From Mike Rybacki) 
 
The Centre Region Council of Governments Public Services & Environmental 
Committee recently approved a community letter of intent to participate 
in Georgetown University’s $5 million Energy Prize Competition, appealed for staff 
resources to assist in this three-year commitment and formed an ad-hoc subcommittee 
to work on the project. 
 
The GUEP Competition relies on the municipality (COG) as the submitting agency, 
but stresses broad community partnerships are an important part of the judging 
criteria. At the COG-PS&E meeting May 7, we plan to petition COG to recognize an 
independent community energy conservation committee open to all, that would, as its 
first priority, report to the COG-PS&E in assisting with the region’s competition 
entry, including data collection and plan drafting. An independent community energy 
committee may be able to help COG by offering volunteer assistance in completing the 
application, identifying projects, designing and implementing programs, and 
monitoring the results. We believe that our community's greatest chance of getting 
into the winner's circle is not by the effort of another government agency, but with an 
independent, community-wide, across the board partnership, in the spirit of what the 
Competition desires to foster…” 
 
If you would you like to be part of a unique opportunity to help craft policy in the area 
of energy efficiency – setting the tone for ours and the next generation – contact Mike 
Rybacki via email (michaelrybo@yahoo.com) or phone (610-457-8298). 
 
‘Bad Faith’ 
 
Posted at steadystatecollege.wordpress.com on April 8, 2014 
 
Two climate conferences are scheduled for later this week on the Penn State campus – 
Onward on Climate on April 9, and Getting to Zero on April 11. 
 
I’d like to be able to fit these developments into the flow of meaningful Penn State-
related climate and energy activism over the past few years –  but can’t. 
 
In December 2012, then-senior Will Mitchell made a climate change presentation  to 
Penn State Vice President Damon Sims, Interim Provost and Executive Vice 
President Rob Pangborn, and Senior Vice President for Business and Finance David 
Gray, noting that after 2012, the university had no official climate change mitigation 
commitments. Will asked the administrators to consider freezing all new fossil fuel 
investments immediately and phase in divestment from all fossil fuel investments 
over the next few years. There was no official response to his presentation. 
 
Starting in March 2013, a handful of citizen volunteers devoted hundreds of hours 
and thousands of dollars to stop the Penn State pipeline – a high-pressure natural gas 
transmission line planned through residential neighborhoods and now under 
construction across the University Park campus, to serve new boilers at the West 
Campus Steam Plant downtown. (The $10 million increased cost equals the 
externalized $10 million in lost property value estimated by the residents along the 
Prospect Ave. pipeline route.) 
 



Spurred – and well-informed – by our aggressive campaigning, hundreds of residents 
turned out at the Borough Council meeting on April 1, 2013, supporting the Council 
and Borough Manager with the courage and political cover to refuse local approval for 
the right-of-way permit. Columbia Gas promptly sued the Borough; Penn State stood 
by and watched. 
 
The pipeline controversy was the most important campus energy story of the past 
year – a tangible point at which vague statements about sustainability literally met 
the gritty road surface of new fossil fuel infrastructure. 
 
But the success of the campaign to push the pipeline back onto Penn State land 
surprised even core organizers; we sought support from other sustainability 
organizations throughout the campaign knowing it was a David v. Goliath situation. 
For most of us, the pipeline was not a NIMBY issue. It was the start of a phased 
campaign to kick it out of our neighborhood and onto campus, to spur student and 
faculty engagement in long-term institutional energy planning with the potential to 
stop the pipeline completely by cutting demand and ramping up renewable 
installation. 
 
Unfortunately, Sustainability Institute leaders – Director Denice Wardrop, Scholar-
in-Residence David Riley and Director of Strategy and Sustainable Operations Erik 
Foley-DeFiore – took no public position on the Penn State pipeline. Wardrop 
demurred that the mission of the institute is merely to be “a space of inquiry, 
thoughtfulness, and active consideration of factors in sustainability decision-making.“ 
(Wardrop, April 1 2013) 
 
Despite invitations to get involved and access to information, Penn State students 
from the Student Sustainability Advisory Council, Eco-Action, Sierra Club, and 
Engineers for a Sustainable World have shown no interest in the pipeline project, 
fossil fuel infrastructure, campus emissions and energy planning. The Society of 
Energy Engineers organized a debate on the West Campus Steam Plant on April 25, 
2013. 
 
Otherwise, Penn State students with a passing interest in their climate and energy 
future have been preoccupied by limiting plastic bag and hair drier use, building 
solar-powered smoothie blenders and “providing consultation and advice” to 
university officials (McTague, Feb. 27, 2014). The broader vision pushed by Braden 
Crooks and his peers during the Beyond Coal campaign in 2010 and the Community 
Environmental Bill of Rights campaign in 2011 has disappeared. 
 
Eric Sauder of New Leaf Initiative took no public position on the pipeline, yet is a 
featured speaker at the April 9 conference, along with prominent climate researchers 
Michael Mann and Richard Alley. 
 
Mann and Alley have published numerous op-eds over the past year in the New York 
Times and the Centre Daily Times (If You See Something, Say Something; Despite 
record cold ‘weather’, climate is changing), urging readers to take action to mitigate 
climate change from fossil fuel combustion. Yet, despite numerous invitations, neither 
has taken a public position on the Penn State pipeline or any aspect of Penn State’s 
fossil fuel infrastructure. And the April 9 conference organizers didn’t reach out to 
Stop the Pipeline campaigners in planning their event. 
 
Bill Sharp of Transition Town State College took no public position on the Penn State 
pipeline; privately, he occasionally asked me “have you stopped that pipeline yet?” 
He’s an invited guest at the April 11 “Getting to Zero” mini-conference. 
 
A group of five faculty members including Jon Brockopp, Sylvia Neely, Ray Najjar, 
Andy Lau and Leland Glenna began meeting in October 2013 to discuss two key 
questions: “Why isn’t Penn State’s president a signatory to the American College & 
University Presidents’ Climate Commitment?” and “How can our small committee get 
more faculty and administrators interested in and educated about climate change so 
that they can influence the president to sign on?” None of them took a public position 
on the Penn State pipeline, none got involved with the campaign, and they didn’t 
reach out to pipeline campaign organizers to learn from our experiences as they 
attempted to educate themselves about energy policy at Penn State. 
 
Instead, they named their organization Penn State Zero and reached out to Wardrop 
and Nancy Tuana, Director of the Rock Ethics Institute, asking about the presidents’ 
commitment, and why climate change is not mentioned in the official Penn State 
Sustainability Strategic Plan. Brockopp reported Wardrop’s absurd response: she 
challenged the organizers of Penn State Zero to “do something.” He responded with 
the April 11 private mini-conference. 
 
When asked why the organizers didn’t reach out to Stop the Pipeline activists, 
Brockopp said the conference is meant to recruit new faculty and students who aren’t 
yet engaged in energy activism. Yet the conference flier boldly announces: “this 
conference will bring together Penn State community members already committed to 
responding to the threat of climate change.” 
 
Another battlefront over the past year has been triangulating Penn State’s energy 
strategies through publicly-accessible documents at the Borough of State College and 
the PA Department of Environmental Protection. We have to triangulate, because 
Penn State will not publish its Energy System Master Plan or even allow citizen 
review of the document. OPP executives apparently want to release the document; 
PSU Office of Legal Counsel is apparently blocking release. It’s another instance of 
Penn State successfully straddling the public-private gap as “an instrumentality of 
the state” benefiting from taxpayer support without being subject to public 
accountability. 
 
We have located a few excerpts – though website backdoors since closed – including a 
2009 ESMP brainstorming document (Dec. 18, 2009) with a small bullet point: “End-
Use Efficiency – Hutch Hutchinson stated that PSU might save 50% of building 
energy usage through end-use efficiency. Weatherization should be the first step 
implemented…” Later in the document, drafters noted that weatherization and other 
energy efficiency measures were deemed outside the scope of the analysis. 
 
In September, OPP officials presented “Our Energy Future,” a public slide show of 
incoherent data blurring the lines between energy use per square foot, total energy 
use, energy produced on campus and energy purchased from the grid. They heavily 
promoted Combined Heat & Power as a carbon-cutting technology, only to walk back 
from that plan via a letter to the DEP, to avoid New Source Review regulation. 
(Salada, December 16, 2013). 
 

Asked about a Plan B if there are no new affordable, high-EROEI technologies on the 
horizon to bridge the gap between today’s emissions and an 80% reduction by 2050, 
OPP Energy Services Manager Rob Cooper could only reiterate a blind faith strategy: 
“We have confidence in mankind’s ingenuity to create these ‘breakthrough’ 
technologies to help us address our energy future.” (Cooper, September 12, 2013). 
 
It’s a good match for the “unidentified projects” the EIA hopes will fill the world’s 
liquid fuels shortfall over the next several decades. (EIA, 2009) 
 
After the pipeline route was moved in the summer of 2013, Mike Rybacki developed a 
comprehensive alternative energy plan, first presented to OPP and DEP in Sept. 2013 
and updated to a final draft in Feb 2014. As far as I know, Mike hasn’t been invited to 
present his work at either mini-conference this week. 
 
The Stop the Pipeline group tentatively reorganized as Fossil Free Penn State in 
December. A dozen people identified 37 initial goals, narrowed them to six demands 
for the Board of Trustees, including public release of the complete Energy Strategic 
Master Plan and alternatives analysis (if there is one); adoption a no-growth/de-
growth capital plan including investment in conservation and renewables; divestment 
from fossil fuels; and creation of a joint, long-term, transparent energy planning 
process that includes OPP staff, Penn State faculty and students, and community 
members setting and working to meet measureable energy and emissions milestones. 
 
The group promptly fell apart over an internal debate – not over the demands 
themselves, but over the tone of the press release – some advocating “honey,” some 
advocating “vinegar.” 
 
I hear frequently from sustainability dabblers that they don’t like the confrontational 
tone I support when used by others, and use myself. For example, we framed the 
residential pipeline plan as a threat posed by enemies, and worked to discredit those 
enemies: Penn State energy planners, Columbia Gas executives, and their public 
relations teams, in their professional capacities. We didn’t frame the issue as a mild 
difference of opinion between friendly equals; if we had, the pipeline would be going in 
on Prospect Avenue. 
 
Power-holders don’t accept the relevance of new stakeholders and make new decisions 
out of the goodness of their hearts. They only change when it gets too uncomfortable 
to stay the same, because of pressure exerted by organized people who suffer from 
having their lives and their values ignored. This isn’t news. Frederick Douglass, 
Desmond Tutu, Saul Alinsky and thousands of other change-makers over the 
centuries have known it. 
 
Under the most charitable interpretation, all these silent, studiedly neutral Penn 
State men and women are good-hearted, well-meaning, reasonably competent 
professionals with a different opinion on the best ways to achieve institutional energy 
conservation and renewable installations from mine. 
 
But under the least charitable interpretation, they’re some blend of unprofessional, 
ignorant, incompetent, cowardly, secretive, ashamed and greedy: more afraid of being 
ridiculed as tree-huggers by climate change deniers than they are of climate change 
and declining access to cheap fossil fuels. 
 
The public can only make motive assessments by observing the actions of the key 
individuals involved: in this case, their well-documented records of silence and 
secrecy. 
 
And when words and deeds don’t align, it’s just another instance of hypocrisy and bad 
faith. Penn State’s energy strategy is riddled with it: the university simply doesn’t 
have a credible plan for cutting emissions and fossil fuel use by 80% by 2050. To 
achieve that goal, the goal has to become an extremely high institutional priority – 
with measurable public commitments to divest from fossil fuel-based energy use on 
campus and divest endowment funds from fossil fuel corporations – and public 
accountability to enforce progress toward both goals. 
 
Getting off fossil fuels is not a priority for Penn State at all, and intellectual circle jerk 
mini-conferences won’t make it one. Repeated, creative, confrontational challenges to 
entrenched power-holders and outdated decision-making can. [As Gil Scott Heron 
wrote] The revolution will not be televised, and it won’t fit nicely into a self-
congratulatory Penn State press release or scholar soundbite. The revolution will be 
live. 
 
*   *   * 
 
I sent an early draft of ‘Bad Faith’ to Alison Boston at the Centre Daily Times, asking 
for feedback on its blend of news and opinion elements. I had been working with 
Jessica Vanderkolk in the fall as she planned some in-depth Penn State energy policy 
coverage, but she was preoccupied by elections at the time and then took a new job out 
of the area. Alison passed the piece along to Matt Carroll, and said he might have 
time to do a story on the issues.  
 
The situation reminds me of how much journalism has changed in the past few 
decades. I graduated from Penn State in 1996 with a philosophy degree, and my first 
job was as a reporter for a daily newspaper in western Massachusetts. It was already 
a bad time for print journalism, with newsroom layoffs gutting investigative capacity. 
But even in that climate, I was taught by my editors and fellow journalists that a key 
component of any solid story about controversial issues of vital public importance is to 
get public figures “on the record,” so they can be held accountable for their actions 
over time. “No comment” creates a record as surely as a detailed position statement. 
One of my goals is to get high-ranking Penn State people - with reputations in the 
sustainability arena - on the public record either refusing to take a position on 
campus fossil fuel consumption and conservation policies and practices or (and this 
would be better) taking clear public positions in favor of a specific, measurable, 
publicly-monitored energy cutting strategic plan. 
 
PENN STATE SUSTAINABILITY UPDATE  
 
(Email correspondence excerpts) 
 
Eric Sauder responded to the Bad Faith post after the April 9 event by critiquing the 
tone and proposing a meeting between me and Scott Patterson, the lead student 
organizer. 
 



“Scott [Patterson] is the president of the Penn State chapter of Organizing for Action. 
Last night, he organized the Onward on Climate event along with Fossil Free Penn 
State, a new group organized this semester by a small group of dedicated freshmen. I 
felt that the event provided many urgent calls to action and multiple opportunities for 
students and community members to get involved.  In short, it wasn't the ‘intellectual 
circle jerk’ you anticipated. 
 
These are students who need mentorship and support from us as community 
members. I think its pretty hard to expect them to have found the trenches that you 
and many other incredibly dedicated people have been fighting from in the short time 
they've been on campus. I'm quite disgusted by the vitriolic – ‘where have you been? / 
why are you focused on worthless little plastic bag bans? / where is your dedication to 
the cause?’ rhetoric directed at these and other students. I don't think it is at all 
fitting for an educational environment where I feel our obligation to students is to 
grow their inquisitiveness, persistence, and capacity for driving change. I understand 
it’s hard here, as your conversations with students reflect, and that the University 
may very well intend to create outlets to check the box that make it look like they 
care, but I deeply believe we need to encourage these young people that are trying, 
and work to strengthen them. 
 
You are one of the most prepared, well researched, and competent individuals fighting 
climate change here in State College, and I know you are (and have been) an 
incredible resource for young people that are looking to live lives that make change. 
 I'm not asking for you to be gentle with the powers-that-be, but please reflect a bit on 
the recent interactions I've seen with students, and don't give up on these people.”   
 
I replied: 
 
“I'm assessing the Penn State students - in terms of their good faith/bad faith as 
potential allies-mentees, or distractions - based on the facts on the ground in terms of 
their actions, because there's no other valid way to assess them.  
 
The facts are, they didn't get involved in the pipeline issue - during the Prospect Ave. 
campaign or since the pipeline moved on campus - and it wasn't a secret project. It 
was all over the Centre Daily Times, Voices, and the Daily Collegian news pages, and 
- at least the students involved in EcoAction, Sierra Club, Engineers for a Sustainable 
World, and SSAC were invited personally via direct emails, to which they didn't 
respond even to say "No, we're not interested," or "we'd like to understand the issues 
but we don't intend to join a side." 
 
Penn State students clearly don't have to get involved in direct-action, investigative, 
accountability-oriented climate and energy organizing if they don't want to get 
involved, and their observable choices to date indicate that they don't want to get 
involved. I can't force them to change their minds - they're free to make their own 
choices. 
 
But I intend to hold them every bit as accountable for those choices to stay on the 
politically-safe sidelines as I hold the Board of Trustees, and the OPP, and the 
Sustainability Institute, and the Penn State faculty, and the Borough government, 
and all the other stakeholders. The politically safe sidelines are not where change 
comes from - change comes from the risky, dangerous thick of the core fighting zone.  
 
For example - the Borough Council's unanimous April 1, 2013 decision to direct the 
Borough Manager not to approve the permit, and the Borough Manager's decision to 
comply with that directive were extremely risky moves, with real consequences in 
terms of potential lawsuits and damaged professional relationships across College 
Avenue, and in terms of bolstering trust between citizens and their local government. 
Council and Manager weighed those risks and benefits, made their choices, acted on 
their decisions, and the result was a physical change in the world - the pipeline on 
Penn State land rather than Borough land. 
 
Creating a public record of people's decisions to stay on the sidelines - and what they 
choose to do instead of getting off the sidelines - is not vitriolic.  It's public 
accountability, and thus essential to small-d democracy. It should be an essential 
element of every news story on the pipeline and Penn State's energy system, reaching 
well beyond the circle of my blog readers. 
 
And it's realistic boundary-setting. For me to make well-informed personal decisions 
as an activist, I need to know who's in the fight with me and who's just watching. So 
do all the other people involved, regardless of which side they're working for, or 
claiming to work for, or thinking about joining. The word 'sustainability' doesn't 
automatically make people all "on the same side." The relevant information comes 
through observable actions.” 
 
Matt Dahlhausen reflected: 
 
“If the Fossil Free Penn State group is mostly freshmen, that is encouraging, and 
would explain the lack of involvement/awareness of the pipeline/historical 
understanding of activism at Penn State. That said, I disagree with Eric, in that I 
think calling out students on low-impact things like plastic bag bans will do a lot more 
to "grow their inquisitiveness, persistence, and capacity for driving change" than idle 
supportive cheerleading. Otherwise, they end as a green liberals/capitalists 
with conceited ineptitude.” 
 
Scott Patterson clarified his goals: 
 
My basic goal with [Organizing for America] is to try to involve students with 
actionable campaigns that will produce tangible results. I realize this may not sound 
concrete, but we do have several projects in mind, and they become more real with the 
involvement of Mike Rybacki [who attended the April 9 event although he wasn’t 
invited to present]. Mike mentioned that we may have access to free light bulbs that 
are more energy efficient and we would organize volunteers to distribute them door-
to-door, while talking to people about how they can be more energy efficient. 
 
Another project we talked about with Mike was white roofing, which is relatively low 
cost. With OFA we could fundraise and provide the free labor for these projects.   
 
The project I've been focusing on most lately is a solar panel fundraising campaign we 
want to lead for one of the members of the Friends & Farmers Co-op network. I've 
only briefly spoken with Mike about this project but he did seem interested as well.  
 
I have lots of questions about the pipeline campaign, the bill of rights, and all of the 
areas you mentioned. Whether you want to work with our group or not is your 

prerogative but I am curious, and neither of us stands to lose anything if you share 
your perspectives with me. Even if we don't work together directly, more and more 
students and faculty are shifting their focus to climate change and I can help with 
your campus outreach. I want to be your ally but I also don't want to feel like I'm 
being interrogated. If we can meet and not be hostile, I want to do so.  
 
I replied to Scott: 
 
“…A lot of the tone issues in my emails have to do with timing - I found out about 
your conference just a couple of weeks after finding out about Brockopp's, which 
happened just a couple of weeks after learning that SSAC student leaders are taking 
a hands-off approach. All three of those developments triggered new rounds of the 
intensely painful feelings that have built up over the past year of contempt for 
community and trust betrayals by OPP and SI. I'm sorry about that. Not my best 
self.” [Scott and I have a meeting scheduled for April 15.] 
     
David Stone attended the April 9 event and reported: 
 
“Decided to go to the climate forum after all. Got to see Lara Fowler talk about her 
background in conflict resolution – which was important given her role in the activist 
interview project [Alex Wiker’s investigation of the pipeline controversy, covered in 
previous editions of Steady State College]. Good chance to talk to Mike Rybacki and 
Joe Cusamano. No one I recognized from OPP. The activist focus, such as it was, 
seemed to be on divestment and a possible crowd-sourced solar project. Not that well 
attended by the students. But the organizers collected emails and phone numbers of 
all of us who went in so it could still be the start of something.” 
 
LOCAL FOOD & ENERGY JOBS 
 
MorningStar Permaculture Garden Intern 
 
From the announcement via Jackie Bonomo: “Self-motivated, hardworking, 
committed earth steward with a bit of missionary zeal to increase sustainably focused 
landscape design and agricultural practices at Penn State. Applicants should be 
passionate about forging a new path in sustainable and edible landscape design. This 
position will involve coordination between the various organizations and individuals 
on campus, and throughout the community, in order to effectively and smoothly guide 
this newly funded process from planning, to implementation and continuing 
maintenance. Connecting the university, community, and general public to the site for 
educational programs will also be a primary responsibility. 2014 Workshop Topics: 
Introduction to the MorningStar, permaculture design, building swales & hugelkultur 
beds, creating the food forest demonstration area, building structures for compost and 
water harvesting, sheet mulching & keyhole bed creation & planting, plant 
maintenance & watering. Workshop dates are still to be determined but will be on 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 1 or 2 a month. The selected applicant will be working 
with a team of students, teachers, engineers, foresters, landscape designers, 
permaculture designers, and internet techies who wish to educate and demonstrate 
the benefits of permaculture design to the PSU community and local community 
members. Term: 16 hours per week from April through November, 2014. Wage: 
$10/hr. Email resume with pertinent experience to mspermaculture@psu.edu. Online: 
sites.google.com/site/permaculturelearningcentre/ 
 
Organic Cropping Systems Intern  
 
The Barbercheck Lab is looking for several full time lab assistants for this summer 
(May 12 - August 22). The lab works on two multidisciplinary projects that focus on 
organic cropping systems and how these cropping systems relate to aspects such as 
weed control, soil quality, insect pests, and crop performance. This position would 
involve both working in the field and in the lab. Fieldwork includes soil sampling for 
chemical and biological properties, pitfalling for soil-surface insects, placing sentinel 
cards out to measure the predation rate on the soil surface, pheromone trapping for 
black cutworm and true armyworm moths, placing traps over the cash crop to 
measure the emergence of seed corn maggot adults, and assessing the plant stand and 
degree of damage on soybean and corn plants about 2 weeks after they have emerged. 
Lab work will include processing the soil and insect samples once they have been 
brought in from the field. The soil will be analyzed for: pH, electrical conductivity, 
gravimetric moisture, matric potential, active carbon, and the presence of 
entomopathogenic fungi and nematodes. Insect processing will require the use of a 
microscope. For more info, email Christy Mullen at cam322@psu.edu. 
 
PhD Agronomy Graduate Assistantship on Cover Crop Management (2014-2015) 
 
This assistantship funds an interdisciplinary research project that will examine how 
cover crop termination in no-till cropping systems practices influence slug and insect 
pests; soil conditions for corn and soybean seed placement and establishment; weed 
competition; and soil health.  The research is linked to a larger NESARE Sustainable 
Dairy Cropping Systems project and the student will have the opportunity to interact 
with a diverse group of researchers and graduate students. For more info contact Dr. 
Heather Karsten, hdk3@psu.edu. 
 
Penn Environment Climate Organizers & Climate Directors 
 
From Penn Environment – “Global warming is the most pressing environmental 
problem of our time…we know what we need to do: dramatically reduce the carbon 
emissions created when we burn fossil fuels, become a lot more efficient – so that we 
use less energy, and ensure that all of the energy we do use comes from clean 
renewable sources like the sun and the wind…This summer, we have the best chance 
we’ve had in years to cut global warming pollution. President Obama has directed his 
EPA to develop standards that would cut carbon pollution from power plants – the 
single largest source of global warming pollution in the country. Now it’s our job to 
build the public support it will take to make sure these standards become reality…” 
Send your resume and cover letter to Adam Garber, Field Director, at 
agarber@pennenvironment.org by Friday, April 18. 
 
Steady State College is a fortnightly publication covering local democracy, food, 
energy, skill-building, and investment during the transition to a steady-state economy. 
Back issues and source documents are online at steadystatecollege.wordpress.com. 
Contributing writers welcome. 
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