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LOCAL SKILL-BUILDING & DEMOCRACY 
 
• April 29 – CITY-GREEN Organizing Meeting, 7 p.m. at New Leaf Initiative, 243 

South Allen St., Third Floor 
• May 1 – College Township Council Meeting – Backyard Chickens on the Agenda. 

7:00 p.m. at the township building. Contact Scott Stilson for more info: 
scottstilson@gmail.com 

• May 2 – Interfaith Power & Light Climate Change Bicycle Ride from State 
College to Washington DC. More info: paipl.us/what-do-we-do/bike-trip/ 

• May 3 – Central PA Native Plant Sale. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Shavers Creek 
Environmental Center, Petersburg. 

• May 6 – CITY-GREEN Organizing Meeting, 7 p.m. at New Leaf Initiative, 243 
South Allen St., Third Floor. 

• May 7 – Centre Region Council of Governments Public Services & 
Environmental Committee Meeting. 8:30 a.m., Gateway Ave. COG building. 
Presentation on Georgetown University Energy Prize.  

• May 10 – Backyard Laying Hens Workshop. 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. at 156 West 
Hamilton Ave. Instructor: Leslie Pillen. $12 suggested donation. Call 237-0996 
to sign up. 

• May 11 – Planting for Pollinators Workshop. 1 p.m. at Snetsinger Pollinator 
Garden at Tudek Park. More info at snetsingerbutterflygarden.org 

• May 12 – Getting to Zero Organizing Committee Meeting. Time & location 
unknown. Review moderator reports from April 11 conference; plan next steps  

• May 13 - Happy Valley Time Bank Meet & Greet – 6 – 8 p.m. at New Leaf 
Initiative, 243 South Allen St., Third Floor. 

• May 17 – Master Gardener Garden Fair & Plant Sale. 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. at the Ag 
Progress Days site in Pennsylvania Furnace.  

• May 21 – Friends & Farmers Co-op Task Group Meeting – 7 p.m. at New Leaf 
Initiative, 243 South Allen St., Third Floor. 

• June 8 – Local on the Menu at Elk Creek Café + Aleworks in Millheim. 
Fundraiser for Friends & Farmers Cooperative. More info TBA. 

 
LOCAL FOOD 
 
Forage for Fresh Wild Spring Greens 
 
(From Brian Burger) 
 
Wild greens in 2014 are running a couple weeks behind recent years with our 
reluctant spring weather. Now is the time to go afield and “get your greens on!” I 
enjoy feasting on a foursome of prevalent and plentiful wild greens. First, hot, 
steamed Stinging Nettles with a drop of apple cider vinegar and dash of salt. Second 
is Wintercress, also steamed, with a touch of butter, salt and pepper. The entrée 
is Dandelion greens dressed with hot bacon gravy and ramps, with sides of small 
boiled potatoes from the winter larder and fresh hen’s eggs hard-boiled and 
quartered. This meal has me feeling as content as an arising bear having its fill of 
vernal vitamins!  
 
For more info about where to pick, how to prepare wild spring greens, photos 
and scheduling private foraging sessions, contact Brian at burgerhaus@hotmail.com  
 
Friends & Farmers Co-op Push for 200 Founding Member-Owners by May 1 
 
(From Michele Marchetti) 
 
We're 129 members strong and a few days away from our May 1 deadline for 
Founding Members. Please consider reaching out to your own personal networks – 
especially those who have expressed an interest in supporting the co-op. Feel free to 
use all or part of the following letter. 
 
Friends, 
 
Grocery shopping is something we all do, yet something we don't all relish. Imagine 
a different scenario: one in which you drive, or even better walk or bike, to the 
grocery store you helped create. Even financed as an investor. The store built by and 
for the community. 
 
Picture a vibrant store packed with the products you love, grown and produced by 
hardworking farmers and food producers who live in your community. As you're 
shopping, you may pick up a recipe, stop at the breakfast bar for a bite, grab a 
locally grown apple for your kid, and check out the bulletin board for the next 
cooking workshop.  
 
What I'm describing is more town square than grocery store. It's a food hub, a 
community meeting center, and a refection of the community's principles and beliefs. 
Many of you have said you believe in this idea; others have vowed to support it with 
their dollars. Now is the time for action.  
 
Friends & Farmers is currently 129 members strong. But we need to get to 200 
members by May 1 to demonstrate the viability of this endeavor to the rest of the 
community. Our stalwart supporters – you – will open the doors for the next round 
of investors.  
 
I keep envisioning my own kids shopping at the store years from now, showing their 
own membership cards.  
 
"Where did you get that old t-shirt?" the cashier will ask, spotting an old Friends & 
Farmers t-shirt.  
 
"Oh, this," they'll respond. "My parents and their friends opened this store." 
 
Demand for Community Garden Plots Outstripping Supply 
 
(Published April 26 in the Centre Daily Times) 
 

California is in a drought so severe that farmers are leaving fields unplanted 
because irrigation won’t be available. 
 
Michael Snyder, in the Economic Collapse blog, addressed the impacts recently in 
“15 Reasons Why Your Food Bill Is Going to Start Soaring,” noting that: “California 
produces ... a fifth of cabbage, two-thirds of carrots, half of bell peppers, 89 percent 
of cauliflower, 94 percent of broccoli, and 95 percent of celery ... 90 percent of leaf 
lettuce ... 83 percent of Romaine lettuce and 83 percent of fresh spinach ... a third of 
total fresh tomatoes — and 95 percent of ones destined for cans and other processing 
purposes.” 
 
To increase local food security, the Centre Region has many assets: good climate, 
soils and annual rainfall; lots of local farmers and backyard gardeners; and at least 
five community gardens, with about 270 plots, 100 to 500 square feet each. We also 
have a lot of code-compliant commercial kitchens — potential sites to preserve 
summer harvests for winter consumption. 
 
Since fall 2011, Spring Creek Homesteading Fund has partnered with the State 
College Friends Meeting to renovate and manage 12 public community garden plots 
at the Keller Street Community Garden, and it’s a replicable model. 
 
The project began when Doris Malkmus invited us to submit a proposal to manage 
the weedy, overgrown garden for the 2012 growing season. The 50-by-55-foot garden 
area had been a congregational project, but members were finding it difficult to keep 
up with maintenance. The proposal was approved in February 2012. 
 
We hoped to open portions of the garden to the public for spring 2012 planting, but 
instead used the 2012 growing season to rest and improve the lower, public section, 
due to the high weed pressure, and build up to six raised beds in a new upper 
section for a few Friends members and the children in the nursery school. Jackie 
Bonomo, of Healing Ground Permaculture, developed a layered mulching plan.  
 
Between April and July 2012, volunteers removed old stakes, tomato cages, bricks 
and other debris and spread cardboard, compost, alfalfa hay and switchgrass. We 
dug post holes and built raised beds and gates. The total project cost was about 
$1,270: 28 cubic yards of borough compost ($550); eight round bales of alfalfa hay 
($150); four round bales of switchgrass ($40); lumber for raised beds, gate and corner 
posts ($120); Quikrete to set the posts ($20); 300 feet of 4-foot wire fence ($180); 
labor to dig and set posts and stretch the wire fence ($125); metal stakes ($25); and 
hardware including hinges, hooks, staples and screws ($55). Cardboard was free; we 
scavenged it. Some lumber and metal posts were donated or scavenged. Starting 
from undisturbed lawn would cost less, with outlays for fencing materials and labor 
only. 
 
During the winter of 2012-2013, we worked with Gary Fosmire at the Friends 
Meeting to draft maintenance policies; a gardeners’ land use agreement ($25 
nonrefundable land use fee plus $25 refundable security deposit); and a land 
management contract for Spring Creek Homesteading to handle gardener signups, 
payments and maintenance supervision and for the Friends Meeting to provide the 
land and irrigation water, splitting the annual fees equally. 
 
We also collected and repaired used gardening tools, built a tool box, marked out the 
12 plots — each 5 by 20 feet — and signed up the first dozen gardeners, while 
Friends Meeting members designed and installed a simple irrigation system to bring 
water 100 feet from the spigot on the building to a spigot in the corner of the garden. 
 
During the 2013 garden season, Elina Snyder offered a weed-management 
workshop, and Master Gardener Justin Wheeler installed a Snetsinger Butterfly 
Garden satellite pollinator garden. And a dozen gardeners raised tomatoes, beans, 
corn, squash, peppers, broccoli, kale, chard and other crops to feed themselves and 
their families. 
 
Jason Lilley, a Penn State graduate student and president of the Penn State 
community garden, is working to expand community garden access by identifying 
available parcels. If you have land to share — residential, commercial, municipal, 
school or church land — contact Jason at lilleyjm@gmail.com. 
 
LOCAL ENERGY 
 
CITY-GREEN Drafting Centre Region $5 million budget proposal for GUEP 
 
(From Michael Rybacki) 
 
CITY-GREEN's mission is to promote energy conservation by assisting in the phase-
out of the use of non-renewable energy and to strengthen the use of energy from 
renewable sources which includes, but is not limited to, photovoltaics and ground 
source heat pumps, so that Centre County will be energy independent, sustainable 
in its energy use, and a net exporter of energy derived from renewable sources. 
 
CITY GREEN's goals are to promote a transition to energy independence for Centre 
County through the use of sustainable energy, that is, energy sources that are 
regenerative and non-depleting; to advise and assist the Centre Region Council of 
Governments (COG) and the surrounding Centre County municipalities, in their 
transition to energy independence; to promote education concerning the affordability 
and long term savings associated with renewables over centralized non-renewable 
energy use; and to provide an open, completely transparent participation forum that 
welcomes all people from all backgrounds who live in Centre County. 
 
CITY-GREEN will hold two organizing meetings in the next few weeks – 7 p.m. on 
April 29 and May 6 at New Leaf Initiative, 243 S. Allen Street, Third Floor. Agenda 
items include discussing application ideas for the $5 million Georgetown University 
Energy Prize Competition, for which COG recently submitted a letter of intent; 
deciding whether to formalize CITY-GREEN as a community advisory board; and, if 
yes to #2, discussing bylaws, nominating officer candidates for May 6 elections, 
and/or planning a group presentation for the May 7 COG-PS&E Committee meeting. 
 



(Excerpts from Mike’s April 2014 draft budget proposal for the $5 million prize, 
revised/expanded by Katherine Watt with input from Matt Dahlhausen.) 
 

1) $1,000,000 – Attic Insulation for 500-1,000 un-insulated owner- or renter-
occupied homes.  

2) $1,000,000 – Exterior Wall Insulation and Air Sealing for 50-100 buildings - 
municipal public buildings and owner- or renter-occupied homes. 

3) $1,000,000 – Community Bulk Purchase of Solar Modules and Ground 
Source Heat Pumps for 30 homes  

4) $500,000 – Full deep-energy retrofit for 8-12 homes, including blower door 
testing (owner- or renter-occupied homes, or community shelters - homeless 
shelter, women’s shelter, teen shelter. 

5) $300,000 – Emergency planning; retrofitting a passively-survivable civic 
building for severe weather events. 

6) $160,000 – Door-to-Door Public Energy Education Campaign & LED light-
bulb Distribution: 32,000 homes 

7) $100,000 – Solar PV and heat pump water systems for 10 homes. 
8) $50,000 – Solarization of local farmer homes.  
9) $40,000 – Straw-Bale Homebuilding Public Workshop  
10) $37,000 – Water Pipe and Water Heater Insulation for 300 homes 
11) $30,000 – White Roofs for homes (number TBD) 
12) $27,000 – Window Dressers for 300 homes 
13) $25,000 – Solarization of existing homes in planned development 

(Greenmoore Gardens).  
14) $25,000 – Research and Development: NiMH-Geothermal electricity 

generation and storage.   
15) $25,000 – Research and Development - Farm-to-Module Concept (Silicon 

Happy Valley) 
16) $25,000 – Community Renewable Energy Cooperative. Launch a for-profit, 

community-owned and operated energy cooperative. $25,000 in seed money 
to be matched by the first 25 members’ $1,000 lifetime membership 
investments for a total of $50,000. Combined funds to be used subcontract 
and build the cooperative’s first renewable energy system, and operate it via 
Purchase Power Agreement. 

17) $10,000 – Support for State College Borough Net Zero Initiative, Fall 2014  
18) $10,000 – Public Education/Workshops – blower door testing  
19) $10,000 – Public Education/Workshops – direct-vent stove ventilation and 

indoor air quality, and related rental building code issues. 
20) $8,000 – Research & Development: Feedback E-coupling…car-to-home 

module to transfer excess energy stored in an electric/solar car’s battery 
system into the home. 

21) $5,000 – Online Calculator to Compare Residential Renewable vs. Non-
renewable Energy Systems. Design, launch and promote a free, community-
specific website for homebuyers to assess 30-year operating costs for homes 
powered by renewables v. nonrenewables.  

22) $5,000 – State College Area School District Student Skill-Building Projects. 
Develop hands-on student projects for SCASD students to learn energy 
conservation installation and renewable energy installation skills… 

 
Other Program Ideas  
 
• Finance – Organize a Renewable Energy Local-vesting Event  
• Finance – Organize a Utility Company Energy Efficiency Challenge: When  

customers offset a selected power plant’s capacity with energy conservation and 
renewable displacement, the plant is closed and dismantled. 

• Policy – Municipal Energy Legislation Guide - Develop an energy legislation 
guide for municipal leaders who want to develop a strategic plan based on 
Marburg, Germany’s model: the City Council passed an ordinance requiring all 
buildings to have solar power. 
• Policy – Adopt a Local Fairness in Energy Act - Develop legislation to provide 

consumer access – during the real estate purchasing process – to comparative 
data about building energy consumption and operating costs for residential and 
commercial properties on the market, comparing renewable v. non-renewable 
energy systems. 

 
Draft sent April 26 to Mike Rybacki, Matt Dahlhausen, Scott Patterson, Nathan 
Larkin, Jon Eich, Johan Zwart, Dave Stone, Smita Bharti, Mark Huncik, Evan 
Myers, Steve Maruszewski, Rob Cooper, Kevin Gombotz, Jason Grottini, Tom 
Fountaine, Janet Engeman, Courtney Hayden, Meagan Tuttle, Alan Sam, Jon 
Brockopp, Cricket Hunter, Sylvia Neely, Mark Maloney, David Riley, Sue Barsom, 
Bill Sharp, Vin Crespi and Jordan Crolly. 
 
Editor’s Note: The competition guidelines encourage sustainability for the program 
itself. I’m curious as to whether – if participating homeowners get their sealing and 
insulation installed under the program, and then pay back into the program fund 
the difference between their pre-insulation winter energy bills and their post-
insulation energy bills, will that generate a meaningful revenue stream to continue 
insulating more homes? 
 
PSU ENERGY 
 
April 9 Penn State “Onward on Climate” Forum – Report  
 
I had a good meeting on April 15 with Penn State senior political science major Scott 
Patterson, one of the student organizers of the April 9 Onward on Climate forum 
held at the Kern Building. The event was a joint project of Scott’s group – 
Organizing for America – and Fossil Free Penn State; it was the first public event 
for both groups, which each got official club status around January of this year. 
 
Organizing for America works on a variety of issues; Scott is leading the climate 
efforts and his summer plans include working with Mike Rybacki on the Georgetown 
University Energy Prize project and on a crowd-sourced “solar raising” project to 
purchase and install solar panels at Greenmoore Gardens CSA farm while training 
students to install solar power systems – similar to the new crop mob program 
giving Penn State students hands-on training in sustainable agriculture skills. 
 
Scott mentioned that Sam Richards, faculty advisor to World in Conversation, 
recently began climate change discussions around the question “Where does the 
average Penn State student stand on climate change issues?” I’ll be following up 
with Richards to gather more information about that. 
 

Scott said Fossil Free Penn State is a new student group launched by a group of 
freshmen led by Nathan Larkin. Scott’s understanding is that many of the Fossil 
Free students knew each other in high school, worked on climate issues before 
arriving at Penn State last fall, and are campaigning to get Penn State to divest 
from fossil fuel corporations. 
 
April 11 Penn State “Getting to Zero” Mini-conference - Report 
 
I reached out via email to a handful of participants in the faculty-organized Getting 
to Zero conference, requesting substantive written feedback about the event: 
issues discussed; content of discussions; decisions made; next steps planned. 
 
(Forwarded report from an anonymous conference participant, via a third party) 
 
To summarize, the "Future Tech and Emerging Technologies" group discussed: 
 

1. how to be sustainable while not compromising  research. For example, 
freezers and ventilation equipment are some of the biggest users of energy: OPP 
needs a strategy to reduce consumption, and faculty and students need to fully 
understand the implications of continuing to use energy at present levels. 
2. high tech equipment, changing the EHS codes, etc.  
3. sustainable building design, such as having N/S-facing roofs, and passive 
solar elements. 
4. using Penn State's status as a not-for-profit to make long term investments 
5. using state land for biomass projects, including partnering with a PSU 
grad's bio-jet fuel company, and partnering with Delta which is planning on 
opening a biodiesel refinery in Philadelphia 

 
Other groups discussed including a sustainability requirement in GE classes and 
community solar. And – according to the participant – people from Old Main were 
there, and said they would have a private discussion afterward about how to get 
decision-makers at the highest levels to take action to "get to zero." 
 
(From Joe Cusumano)   
 
My quick take on "G2Z" is that it was just one meeting – more of a workshop than a 
conference. It was useful more as an indication of which way the wind is blowing 
than as something that, in itself, will yield concrete action to create a carbon-neutral 
University energy policy, let alone a policy that actually goes beyond damage 
mitigation to create a better quality of life for the Centre Region.  
 
It would be nice to see G2Z evolve into thematically-focused gatherings concerned 
with the open presentation and discussion of ideas from multiple town and gown 
perspectives. This year's event was not of that nature: it was a cautious and 
structured beginning. It was good to see some familiar faces and meet some new 
faces, and to be able to talk about climate change in an "official" PSU forum. I would 
consider it a potential start to a long campaign, but whether or not it was such a 
start will depend on follow-through, something which was, unfortunately, not 
discussed at the meeting. I would be disappointed to hear it either celebrated as a 
major success for climate-change activists, or slammed as representing some 
Machiavellian manipulation of a campus-corporate axis. It was neither of those 
things. The honest concern, good intentions and sincerity of most – if not all – of  
those present was quite apparent. But, intentions are not actions, and actions 
are not policy. I will strive to make such distinctions when speaking to the 
conference organizers. (Emphasis added). 
 
Ultimately, substantive changes in energy policy will only happen with commitment 
from the upper levels of the University administration. I remain nearly alone at 
public events in being willing to articulate this, though in private conversations I 
have yet to have anyone deny that it is true. For many, it's still about the type of 
"consciousness raising" that focuses on lifestyle changes of the populace ("Turn out 
the lights! Turn back the heat! Recycle! Ride a bike!"), without wanting to 
acknowledge the tremendous social and institutional transformations that are 
required.  
 
I get it: people are reluctant to go beyond what they themselves have control over. 
They are reluctant to engage in discussions that they know can escalate into 
political and social conflict. I'm no different. Many people are understandably 
conflict-averse and frightened of anything that sounds "too radical." They don't want 
to hurt the feelings of friends and colleagues who they believe are acting in good 
faith, and so avoid asking pointed questions or pushing too hard. This is not peculiar 
to Penn State; it's an ongoing inhibition to action within the wider community.  
 
I ultimately found the G2Z event to be positive. The Sustainability Institute is a 
manifestation of a commitment to a green future by a substantial segment of the 
University community, and the April 11 meeting was further development in that 
direction. On multiple occasions, attendees expressed gratitude at being able to 
"finally" see other people gathered together who share their concerns.  
 
Beyond manifesting good intentions and shared concerns, I found the 
meeting useful because some of the sources of cognitive dissonance were 
on display, and even briefly discussed. For example, it was clear from the 
OPP's own analysis and projections that individual conservation efforts 
will simply not get to the University's own stated goals, and this was noted 
by the attendees. A number of people sympathetic to OPP staff asked what 
kind of faculty and institutional support they need to expand their design 
space to more effectively meet these goals. Indeed, at multiple times it was 
stated that the OPP has "done it's job [by reducing GHGs by 17%], and so 
now it's up to the faculty." Also brought up was the issue of using life-cycle 
vs. installed costs, as well as the wider issue of what "cost effectiveness" 
based on amortization schedules can possibly mean when facing planet-
scale catastrophe. (Emphasis added.)  
 
There were other similarly positive small details and the event created a rare 
opening for discussion, and so is worthy of appreciation. While I believe that the 
values of openness and transparency need always to be balanced by the values of 
discernment and privacy, this particular event was too scripted and too restricted for 
my taste. But I see those as organizational and procedural matters that can easily 
be ameliorated in future events, given the right motivation and sufficient good will. 
 
 



(Editor’s Analysis) 
 
These two accounts reinforce each other in several ways. I agree that OPP has made 
a good start on the GHG reduction measures within their control – to the extent that 
I trust the data released to date. I think more bottom-up pressure from students is 
needed to strengthen climate leadership impulses in the upper administrators and 
on the Board of Trustees. And I agree that faculty – and their decisions about energy 
use in their own work – are a crucial link between the two. I’ve been pondering 
Richard Alley’s moral predicament crystallized in his ice core samples. Should he 
maintain the samples to continue research under old models, or shut off the climate-
disruptive freezers and let the samples melt? Should he continue travelling to 
distant research sites and conferences via climate-disruptive airplanes? What do 
zero-carbon research and teaching look like? That’s the basic question Penn State 
and other institutions face. 
 
(Email correspendence regarding next steps for Getting to Zero) 
 
April 18 Anonymous Email: “…moderators are meeting on Monday [April 21] for 
final reflections and talking about how to make these events even better in the 
future. Basically the next step is to bring all the information to Old Main…”  
 
April 19 Brockopp Email: “We are in the process of compiling a report, and I will be 
asking all the workshop moderators to produce a draft of just the information you 
request. Our organizing committee is next meeting on May 12 to discuss these drafts 
and begin putting together a conference report.” 
 
April 22 Brockopp Email: “…The moderators are not reporting to Old Main. As to 
what we'll do with the report, that has yet to be decided.” 
 
(Sustainability Institute press release, for comparison of fluff v. substance) 
 
On Friday, April 11, more than 70 Penn State staff, students and faculty members 
attended a conference on Penn State’s greenhouse gas emissions. According to 
conference organizer Jonathan Brockopp, the goal was “to begin imagining a 
workable plan to achieve zero effective emissions by 2050.” 
 
Brockopp, associate professor of history at Penn State, explained that “Penn State 
has an obligation toward our students and our community to model ethical 
leadership in a warming world.” 
 
Keynote speakers for the conference are Rob Cooper, director of energy and 
engineering for the Office of Physical Plant and Steve Maruszewski, assistant vice 
president for the Office of Physical Plant. 
 
Participants represent a broad cross-section of the University community, including 
representatives from the colleges of Liberal Arts, Arts and Architecture, Earth and 
Mineral Sciences, Business, Engineering, Schreyer Honors College and Penn State 
Law, in addition to staff members and some community representatives. 
 
Workshops at the event ranged included topics such as: retrofitting, investing and 
promoting existing technologies for alternative energy production, encouraging 
greenhouse gas reductions, coordinating with partners and the community, and 
exploring the components of climate disruption. Participants were split into groups 
to address questions that included: how can we maintain quality education while 
using less energy, how can we cooperate with ongoing community initiatives to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions for the entire Centre region and what should be 
done with current technologies, including renewable energy? 
 
Denice Wardrop, director of Penn State’s Sustainability Institute, remarked, “Penn 
State is already a leader in greenhouse gas reduction,” pointing to the University’s 
plan to cut emissions 35 percent, compared with 2005 levels by 2020. Aiming for 
zero effective emissions is just a continuation of that pledge. 
 
Penn State is the home for several renowned climate scientists and a leader in 
research on alternative energy. Brockopp said, “with all these great scientists, and 
with our University’s commitment to ethics, it is only natural that we would want to 
be on the cutting edge of finding solutions to this problem.” 
 
“Addressing the challenge of significantly reducing our emissions is the right thing 
to do, but that does not mean it will be easy,” said Executive Vice President and 
Provost, Nicholas Jones. 
 
(Conference Participant List) 
 
If you are (or know) these people – and you support public accountability and 
transparent governance for Penn State faculty, students and administration – 
please write (or encourage them to write) a few paragraphs for direct publication in 
Steady State College. 
 
Physical Plant Retrofitting  
 
• Rob Andrejewski, Moderator, Associate Director, Sustainability Institute 
• Rob Cooper, Director, Energy & Engineering, Office Of Physical Plant 
• Jessica Fatica, Administrative Support Assistant, Dean’s Office, Liberal Arts 
• Kevin Gombotz, PE, CEM, Director Of Commercial Services, Envinity, Inc. 
• Mark. D. Huncik, Air Quality And Meteorological Consultant  
• Jason Moore, Operations Engineer, OPP  
• Raymond Najjar, Professor Of Oceanography, Department Of Meteorology  
• Jamie Quail, Student, Psychology  
• Erich Schienke, Lecturer, Energy & Mineral Engineering  
• Gordon Turow, Director, Campus Planning and Design, OPP 

 
Investing in Existing Technologies for Alternative Energy Production 
 
• Lisa Brown, Moderator, Curriculum Support, Sustainability Institute 
• James Brasseur, Professor of Mechanical Engineering, Biomedical Engineering 

and Mathematics 
• Jeffrey R. S. Brownson, Associate Professor Of Energy And Mineral Engineering 
• Mary Easterling, Associate Director, Metrics & Assessment, Sustainability 

Institute 
• Jason Grottini, Director of Operations & Business Development, Envinity, Inc. 

• Andy Lau, Associate Professor, Engineering Design  
• Laura Little Miller, Senior Energy Engineer, OPP  
• Nick Pratt, Student, Energy Engineering  

 
Promoting Emerging Technologies for Alternative Energy and Carbon Sequestration 
 
• Kelsey Yates, Moderator; Student, Energy Engineering 
• David Jones, Research Support Assistant, Civil & Environmental Engineering  
• Mike Prinkey, Senior Energy Program Engineer, OPP 
• Mohammad Al Rebh, Student, Chemical Engineering  
• Tom Richard, Professor of Biological Engineering, Director of Penn State’s 

Institutes for Energy and the Environment (PSIEE);  
• Steve Treado, Associate Professor, Architectural Engineering  
• Jill Zankowski, Student, Environmental Resource Management and 

Community, Environment & Development; Sustainability Institute Intern 
 
Assessing and Changing Carbon Intensive Practices and Cultures  
 
• Robin Engel, Moderator; Student, Architecture 
• Lee Ahern, Assistant Professor, Communications 
• Hannah Brukardt, Administrative Support Assistant, Dean’s Office, Liberal 

Arts 
• Joseph P. Cusumano, Professor of Engineering Science & Mechanics 
• Kenneth J. Davis, Professor of Meteorology 
• Bill Sharp, Director, Transition Centre  
• Janet K. Swim, Ph.D, Professor of Psychology  
• Brent Yarnal, Professor of Geography 

 
Market Mechanisms for Encouraging Greenhouse Gas Reductions  
 
• Lydia Vandenbergh, Moderator, Green Teams Manager, Sustainability Institute 
• Melanie Bernier, Associate Director, Budget and Finance, Student Affairs  
• Erik Foley-DeFiore, Strategy & Planning Manager, Sustainability Institute  
• Terry P. Harrison, Professor of Business and Supply Chain and Information 

Systems  
• Steve Maruszewski, Assistant Vice President, OPP; leading the University’s 

Environmental Stewardship Strategy; co-chairing University’s Sustainability 
Strategic Planning  

• Madison Miller, Student, Schreyer Honors College, Business Management and 
Community, Environment and Development  

• Shaun Pardi, President, Envinity, Inc.  
• Richard Ready, Professor of Agricultural and Environmental Economics 
• Brandi J. Robinson, Lecturer, College of Earth and Mineral Sciences; formerly 

maintained emissions inventories for the PSU campuses for OPP 
 
Interfacing with Local and Regional Initiatives  
 
• Mitch Robinson, Moderator; Student, Energy, Business & Finance 
• Pamela Adams, Refuse and Recycling Administrator, Centre Region COG 
• Lara Fowler, Senior Lecturer, Penn State Dickinson School of Law, Research 

Fellow, PSIEE 
• Hugh A. Mose, General Manager, Centre Area Transportation Authority  
• Paul Moser, Superintendent, Steam Services, OPP  
• Sylvia Neely, Associate Emeritus Professor, History; Past-President PA-IPL  
• Alan Sam, Environmental Coordinator/Arborist, State College Borough   
• Terry Shupp,  Sustainable Communities Collaborative 

Coordinator, Sustainability Institute 
 
Coordination, Planning, Communication with Partners and Administration  
 
• Cricket Hunter, Moderator; Executive Director, PA-Interfaith Power & Light 
• Jeremy Bean, Associate Director Of Planning, Sustainability Institute 
• Vincent Crespi, Professor of Physics, Chemistry, and Materials Science & 

Engineering  
• Sarina Katz, Student; President, Eco-Action; Member, Student Sustainability 

Advisory Council; International Relations And History  
• Marybeth McGinnis, Student Intern, Sustainability Institute; Geography  
• Shelley McKeague, Environmental Compliance Specialist, OPP 
• Daniel Tomaso, Graduate Student, Meteorology  
• Denice Wardrop, Director, Sustainability Institute; Executive Director, PSIEE 

 
What does the failure to confront climate change tell us about ourselves? 
 
• Chris Uhl, Moderator; Professor, Biology  
• Peter Aeschbacher, Associate Professor, Landscape Architecture  
• Susannah Barsom, Academic Program Director, Sustainability Institute 
• Melissa Dijulio, Student, Anthropology 
• Jacqueline Edmondson, Associate Vice President and Associate Dean For 

Undergraduate Education 
• Alex Liney, Student, English  
• Ian Marshall, Professor of English and Environmental Studies 
• Laurie Mulvey, Executive Director, World In Conversation Center  
• Jenny Tato, Student, Environmental Resource Management 
• Jennifer A. Wagner-Lawlor, Associate Professor of Women’s Studies and English  
• Gaby Winqvist, Instructor, Department Of Kinesiology 

 
April 15 Penn State Sustainability Unites Networking Event 
 
(From Rob Andrejewski)  
 
The COMM 473 students who partnered with the Sustainability Institute to plan 
and host Sustainability Unites invited members from about 40 student groups to the 
event. I don’t think representatives from that many groups actually attended, but it 
was still a lively event that met the need of connecting people working on similar 
issues. 
 
Advanced Vehicle Team 
Ag Advocates 
American Solar Energy Society 
American Water Resources Association 
Bridges to Prosperity - American Society of Civil Engineers 



Council of Lionhearts 
Community Garden at Penn State 
charity: water 
Community Environment and Development Club 
Collegiate 4-H Club 
Community Food Security Club 
Earth House 
Eco Action 
Ecology Graduate Student Organization 
Eco-Reps 
Energy, Business, and Finance Society 
Engineers without Borders 
Engineers for a Sustainable World 
Fair Trade Penn State 
Friday Night Lights Out 
Global Architecture Brigades 
Global Environmental Brigades 
Global Medical Brigades 
Global Water Brigades 
Global Business Brigades 
GlobeMed 
Habitat for Humanity 
HealthWorks 
Horticulture Club 
Human Rights Brigade 
Innoblue 
Interfaith Power and Light 
Minorities in Agriculture and Natural Resources Association (MANRA) 
Net Impact (Graduate) 
Net Impact (Undergraduate) 
Nittany Grotto Caving 
Penn State Outing Club 
Public Health Brigades 
Recreation, Park, and Tourism Student Society 
Society of American Forestry 
Society of Energy Engineers 
Society of Environmental Systems Engineers 
Society of Women Engineers 
Supporting Women in Geography (SWIG) 
Students Taking Action to Encourage Recycling (STATERs) 
Student Society for Indigenous Knowledge 
Students for Environmentally Enlightened Design (SEED) 
Student Sustainability Advisory Council (SSAC) 
Student United Way 
Sustainable Agriculture Club 
Vegetarian Club 
The Wildlife Society 
IFC (Sustainability Chair) 
Undergraduate Students in the Department of Geography (UnderDoGS) 
UNICEF 
  
OTHER ORGANIZATIONS /LISTSERVS 
Association of Residence Hall Students 
co.space 
New Leaf Initiative 
Sustainability Institute Interns 
World in Conversation 
Liberal Arts 
EMS 
Mainstream 
SUST 200/SUST Minor 
Schreyer Honors College 
Engineering 
Ag College 
Eberly 
Presidents' Listserv 
HESE 
Smeal 
HHD 
Arts and Architecture 
Communications 
IST 
Shaver's Creek Environmental Center 

 
 
 
Email to Board of Trustees Plus Some OPP Folks – April 24, 2014 
 
Interesting news article at Bloomberg (Is the US Shale Boom Going Bust?, April 22) 
 
"...The problems arise when you look at how quickly production from these new, 
unconventional wells dries up. David Hughes – a 32-year veteran with the 
Geological Survey of Canada and a now research fellow with the Post Carbon 
Institute, a sustainability think-tank in California – notes that the average decline 
of the world's conventional oil fields is about 5 percent per year. By comparison, the 
average decline of oil wells in North Dakota's booming Bakken shale oil field is 44 
percent per year. Individual wells can see production declines of 70 percent or more 
in the first year.  
 
Shale gas wells face similarly swift depletion rates, so drillers need to keep 
plumbing new wells to make up for the shortfall at those that have gone anemic. 
This creates what Hughes and other critics consider an unsustainable treadmill of 
ever-higher, billion-dollar capital expenditures chasing a shifting equilibrium. "The 
best locations are usually drilled first," Hughes said, "so as time goes by, drilling 
must move into areas of lower quality rock. The wells cost the same, but they 
produce less, so you need more of them just to offset decline..." 
 
 

Related: 
 
Gail Tverberg writing at Our Finite World – “Oil Limits and Climate Change: How 
They Fit Together”  
  
"…The RCP2.6 Scenario assumes that anthropogenic carbon emissions will still be 
at 84% of 2010 levels in 2030. In comparison, my expectation (Figure 3, below) is 
that fossil fuel use (and thus anthropogenic carbon emissions) will be at a little less 
than 40% of 2010 levels in 2030…One of the big issues is that energy supplies seem 
to be leaving us, indirectly through economic changes that we have little control 
over. The IPCC report is written from the opposite viewpoint:  we humans are in 
charge and need to decide to leave energy supplies. The view is that the economy, 
despite our energy problems, will return to robust growth. With this robust growth, 
our big problem will be climate change because of the huge amount of carbon 
emissions coming from fossil fuel burning..." 
 
Developments at Penn State and in the State College community. 
 

1. Penn State freshmen have formed a club – Fossil Free Penn State – to push 
for divestment of university endowment funds from fossil fuel corporations. Their 
first public event – the "Onward on Climate" forum – was held April 9.   
2. Penn State faculty organized a mini-conference to discuss strategies for 
"Getting to Zero" carbon emissions, held April 11.  
3. Mike Rybacki – author of the […] Renewable Energy Plan for Penn State 
first presented to OPP in October 2013 – has launched a community advisory 
board - CITY-GREEN – to support the Centre Region Council of Government's 
application for the Georgetown University Energy Prize Competition. First 
advisory board meeting will be April 29.  

 
I'm looking forward to learning more about how the Board of Trustees and Penn 
State OPP administrators plan to engage publicly on issues of strategic institutional 
energy planning.  Please feel free to use my newspaper as a conduit to provide public 
access to information about your plans. I'm always happy to publish your verifiable, 
documented, fact-based, non-PR-spun information and viewpoints. 
 
NOTE TO READERS 
 
I’m in the process of changing some personal time and energy priorities and wanted 
to give readers a heads-up. 
 
I’ll be resigning as treasurer and program director for Spring Creek Homesteading 
effective May 15, just after the May 10 Backyard Laying Hens workshop with Leslie 
Pillen. We have a few small grants in the works, and Board President Joshua 
Lambert is coordinating the homesteading workshop series at the Third Annual 
PCO FarmFest August 2, to include Enjoying Backyard Honeybees with Sylvia 
Feldman, Fermentation for Food Preservation with Scott DiLoreto, Cold Frames to 
Extend Your Gardening Season with Josh Lambert, and Basic Composting with 
Alexa Schriempf. I’ll provide more information about the future direction of the 
organization when it becomes available. 
 
Friends & Farmers Cooperative currently has about 130 member-owners signed up 
and they’ve collectively made a capital investment of just over $32,000. When we 
reach 250 member-owners, new board elections are triggered by the by-laws, and I 
won’t be running for another term as board treasurer. I’m currently working on 
insurance, online payment systems and other financial issues, and drafting a 
summary of the treasurer responsibilities as I’ve learned them since December via 
crash course in self-taught bookkeeping and financial reporting – to hopefully make 
it easier for the next treasurer to get up to speed. 
 
After the April 28 edition, Steady State College will no longer be published in an 
online version, but only in a print version – printed via computer printer for the next 
6-12 months, and printed on the hand-powered printing press from then on. The 
print version will be available at locations still to be determined…and via home 
delivery subscription…Some of the content may be reformatted and published 
monthly in Voices of Central PA. I’m also writing a book. 
 
I plan to sharply curtail my Internet use, with a goal of only checking emails once a 
week on Monday mornings, and will primarily gather and distribute information 
through public and private meetings, in-person and phone conversations with 
friends and colleagues, and document collection and publication. Social networking – 
my efforts to link cool people and their good projects to other cool people with 
similarly good projects – will also be going mostly off-line. 
 
One other thing. I’ve organized my collection of regional energy-related documents 
into a sort of database. It’s roughly 680 documents, about 688 MB, and thumb drive 
copies are available for 
anyone who wants a handy 
reference tool to support 
their energy activism.  
 
Copies have already been 
supplied to Scott Patterson 
of Organizing for America 
and Nathan Larkin of Fossil 
Free Penn State. 
 
 
 
 
Steady State College is a fortnightly publication covering local democracy, food, 
energy, skill-building, and investment during the transition to a steady-state 
economy. Back issues and source documents are online at 
steadystatecollege.wordpress.com. Contributing writers welcome. 
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